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Minutes of the Meeting of Stockbury Parish Council 

Held on Wednesday 18th February 2026 at 7:30pm in Stockbury Village Hall 

Councillors Present:  Cllr Moody 
Cllr Southern 
Cllr Sumner 
Cllr Yeoman 
Cllr Ferrell 
 

Also present: Mrs Sherrie Babington (Parish Clerk), and members of the public. 

Chair: The meeting was opened and chaired by Cllr Southern. 

1.  Apologies for Absence. 

Members who cannot attend a meeting shall tender their apologies to the Parish Clerk prior to the meetings, 
under Section 85(1) of the Local Government Act 1972, the members present must decide whether the 
reason(s) for a member’s absence shall be accepted. 

Apologies were received and accepted from: 

• Cllr Azad – Personal 
• Cllr Tingey - Holiday 

Apologies were also received from KCC Cllr Sarah Emberson  and MBC Councillor Thompson. 

2.  Declarations of Interest. 

To receive Declarations of Interest in respect of matters contained in this agenda, in accordance with the 
provisions of the Localism Act 2011 in respect of members and in accordance with the provisions of the 
Local Government Act 1972 in respect of officers. 

No declarations of interest were made. 

To consider any Dispensation requests received by the Parish Clerk and not previously considered. 

No dispensations were considered. 

3.  Approval of Minutes of the Previous Meeting. 

To consider the minutes of the previous meeting and if in order sign as a true record. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed. 

Proposed: Cllr Sumner 

Seconded: Cllr Moody 

Resolved: The minutes were approved and duly signed by the Chair of the meeting. 

4.  Matters Arising. 

There were no matters arising.  

5.  Public Comments and Observations. 

To discuss any questions received by members of the public. 

No matters were raised. 
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6.  Police Matters. 

To consider police matters. 

• Police engagement meeting to be held at the pub  

• Advertised in observer 

• Neighbourhood Watch materials available for collection 

7.  Highways Matters. 

a.  General Highway Matters. 

It was reported that the pothole repairs in Pett Lane had completely failed  

• Cllr Moody reported road closed twice, repairs lasted only one week before crumbling 
• Poor signage placement created liability issues for drivers from Bredgar 
• Multiple unreported potholes ignored during repair visits 

A249 surface deterioration causing dangerous braking situations  

• Cllr Moody observed cars forced to brake from 60mph to 25mph to avoid road damage 

Action: General complaint to KCC to be written regarding overall road conditions and potholes. 

Diversion signs left around village due to delayed Chalky Road closure  

• Contractors unable to collect signs, closure moved to end March 

Litter 

• General worsening throughout area 

• Cllr Sumner cleared road near residence, mostly fast-food packaging 

• Trail camera installed on Church Hill to monitor beer can dumping  

o Camera positioned to capture perpetrators 

o Beer cans have since disappeared, police encouraged surveillance approach 

b.  Highways Improvement Plan 
Cllr Moody reported on the HIP and confirmed that he had returned comments to KCC challenging speed 
assessments and junction analysis. 

• No response received yet 

• Village junction opposite forge limited to give-way sign only 

• Will contact Sarah Emerson and Helen if no response within month 

8.  Planning Matters. 

a. Applications Received 
25/504795/LBC - Court Farm Yelsted Lane Sittingbourne Kent ME9 7UT  
Listed Building Consent for the conversion of barn to residential dwelling, installation of rooflights and 
Mezzanine. Demolition of existing stables. Erection of close boarded fence and access gate. 
Resolved: No objection 
 

b. Application Decisions by MBC 
25/503257/FULL 
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Willow Tree Barn Hazel Street Stockbury Kent ME9 7SB 
Internal alterations to first floor of main dwelling 
Application Permitted 
 
25/502634/TNOT56 
Stockbury Hill Oad Street Stockbury Kent ME9 7QE 
Prior Notification for Electronic Communications for the installation of a replacement 25m lattice mast to 
accommodate 6 no. antenna, ancillary radio equipment, 2 no. 0.3m transmission dishes, and 3 no. 
equipment cabinets within an extended fenced compound, along with ancillary development thereto. For 
its prior approval to: siting and appearance. 
Prior Approval Granted 
 

c. Appeals 
Notification of Appeal Lodged with the Planning Inspectorate 
Proposal: Change of use of land for the stationing of 9(No) static caravan pitches, to be 
occupied by Gypsy and Traveller families, with associated hard surfacing/parking (part 
retrospective. Resubmission of 25/500261/FULL) 
Location: Longton Manor Stockbury Valley Stockbury 
 
An appeal has been lodged in relation to the above for the following reason: The 
Council has refused permission for this application. 
 
The Planning Inspectorate/Secretary of State has decided that the appeal will be 
determined on the basis of an Informal Hearing. 
 
It was agreed that the Parish Council would have no further comments, previous objections still stand. 
 

d. Other Planning Matters 
To discuss any other planning matters. 

 
9.  Financial Matters. 

a. Statement of Accounts & Cheques for signature.  
 
 To consider the Financial Statement circulated with meeting papers. 
 

Members noted the report. 

10.  Local Government Reorganisation and MBC Community Governance Review. 

To receive a report on Devolution and the MBC Community Governance Review. 

No matters were reported. 

11.  External Reports. 

a.  Parish Councillors: 

Cllr Moody: correspondence with Cllr Thompson about litter and water shortage  

Cllr Sumner Advised residents to drain header tanks after brown water contamination 

b.  KCC Councillor: 
KCC Cllr Sarah Emberson gave her apologies to the meeting. 

c.  MBC Councillor: 
MBC Cllr Stephen Thompson gave his apologies to the meeting. 
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12.  Correspondence Report. 

No matters were raised. 

13.  Stockbury Bus. 

• Section 19 permit obtained, insurance renewed 

• All legal requirements met 

• Replacement bus research ongoing  

o Cllr Moody researching 12-seater rather than 17-seater options 

14.  Stockbury Orchard. 

To receive a report on the Stockbury Orchard. 

No matters were reported. 

15.  Stockbury Observer. 

To receive a report on the Stockbury Observer. 

Cllr Moody gave an update to the meeting. 

16.  Any Other Business. 

To consider any other business not requiring a resolution. 

Cllr Ferrell reported on the progress of his youth club initiative with the Church. 

• Bin theft  

o Multiple households affected 

o Cllr Southern suggested white paint postcode marking as deterrent 

• Cllr Moody fly-tipping report issues with MBC responsiveness 

17.  Date of Next Meeting. 

Wednesday 18th March 2026 at 7:30pm  

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.13pm. 

 

Signed: _________________________________________ 

 

Dated: ______________________ 

 


