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Minutes of the Meeting of Stockbury Parish Council 

Held on Wednesday 17th September 2025 at 7:30pm in Stockbury Village Hall 

 

Councillors Present:  Cllr Moody 
Cllr Sumner 
Cllr Southern 
 

Also present: Mrs Sherrie Babington (Parish Clerk), KCC Councillor Sarah Emberson and members of the public. 

Chair: The meeting was opened and chaired by Cllr Southern. 

 

1.  Apologies for Absence. 

Members who cannot attend a meeting shall tender their apologies to the Parish Clerk prior to the meetings, 
under Section 85(1) of the Local Government Act 1972, the members present must decide whether the 
reason(s) for a member’s absence shall be accepted. 

Apologies were received from: 

• Cllr Azad due to sickness 
• Cllr Tingey due to holiday 

Resolved: The apologies were accepted. 

2.  Declarations of Interest. 

To receive Declarations of Interest in respect of matters contained in this agenda, in accordance with the 
provisions of the Localism Act 2011 in respect of members and in accordance with the provisions of the 
Local Government Act 1972 in respect of officers. 

No declarations of interest were made. 

To consider any Dispensation requests received by the Parish Clerk and not previously considered. 

No dispensations were considered. 

3.  Approval of Minutes of the Previous Meeting. 

To consider the minutes of the previous meeting and if in order sign as a true record. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed. 

Proposed: Cllr Moody 

Seconded: Cllr Southern 

Resolved: The minutes were approved and duly signed by the Chair. 

4.  Matters Arising. 

There were no matters arising. 

5.  Parish Councillor Vacancies. 

To consider any applications for Co-option. 

The Clerk reported that there are currently two vacancies on the Parish Council, and it was agreed that an 
advertisement would be placed in the Observer to invite applications for co-option. 
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Action: Clerk to progress. 

6.  Parish Council Policy Review 2025. 

To review the policies for the Parish Council. 

The Clerk confirmed that updated NALC model policies had been circulated.  

It was agreed that: 

• A draft policy for dealing with planning complaints should be prepared. 

• All policies to be emailed to all councillors and brought back for review at the next meeting. 

Action: Clerk to draft planning complaints policy for adoption. 

7.  Reports from External Meetings. 

To consider reports from external meetings. 

Reports to be given under Police and Highways agenda items. 

8.  Public Comments and Observations. 

To discuss any questions received by members of the public. 

No comments were raised by members of the public. 

9.  Police Matters. 

To consider police matters. 

Members discussed recent incidents and issues in the parish: 

• A fire incident had been reported by a resident. 
• Incidents regarding electric scooters were a concern in the parish. 
• The CCTV system at the Hall had failed to capture incidents on two separate occasions. 

It was agreed that the Parish Council would liaise with the Hall Committee regarding the CCTV system 
coverage. 

Action: Clerk to progress. 

Cllr Southern reported that the chains at the Village Green had been damaged, repaired, and then damaged 
again. She confirmed that these incidents had been reported to PC Cox. 

Neighbourhood Watch - Cllr Southern advised that despite efforts, the scheme is still not formally registered 
on the Police system. She suggested inviting a Police representative to attend a meeting to progress this.  

She further reported that the Neighbourhood Watch WhatsApp group had now been set up and was active, 
but noted that residents seemed to be posting about incidents on the group rather than reporting them 
directly to the Police. 

It was agreed that an article would be placed in the Stockbury Observer to remind parishioners of the 
importance of reporting crimes to the Police in the first instance. 

Cllr Moody reported that the top rail of the fencing at Honey Crock was disappearing. He explained that this 
could not be reported by the Parish Council to the Police as the Council was not the direct victim of the 
damage. 

Cllr Moody reported on a matter relating to hedge cutting that had arisen in the parish. The Parish Council 
had referred this to MBC Planning Enforcement, who had investigated. No further action was required by the 
Parish Council. 
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10.  Highways Matters. 

a.  General Highway Matters. 
Aerodrome Approach Road- Cllr Moody reported that HGVs were still parking there and causing an issue. 
A Freedom of Information request had been submitted to MBC to ascertain enforcement statistics in the 
area and their response was noted. 

It was noted that the yellow lines at Aerodrome Approach were now in place, and enforcement should 
now take place. 

Members discussed the ongoing roadworks for fibre installations in the parish and noted that there 
were numerous road closures associated with this work. 

b.  Highways Improvement Plan 
The completed Highways Improvement Plan was approved for submission to KCC by members. 

Action: Cllr Moody to submit to KCC. 

11.  Planning Matters. 

a. Applications Received. 

25/502869/FULL - Pett Valley Stables Pett Road Stockbury Kent  
Stationing of a residential mobile home for continued use of a rural worker (part retrospective). 
PC Action: Condition requested. 
 
25/502648/FULL - Three Greens Chalky Road Stockbury Kent ME9 7QR  
Construction of a single storey side extension off the garage to house an indoor pool and changing area. 
 
25/503014/FULL - Oakwood Lodge Stockbury Valley Stockbury Kent  
Retrospective application for siting of 3(no) additional static caravans for residential use by gypsy and 
traveller families, on existing lawful gypsy site with approval for 4(no) caravans (of which no more than 
2(no) shall be static caravans) that was allowed under planning application reference: 19/500476/FULL. 
 
25/503027/FULL - Hollymead Hazel Street Stockbury Kent ME9 7SB  
Creation of equestrian menage/arena within existing paddock. 
 
25/503257/FULL - Willow Tree Barn Hazel Street Stockbury Kent ME9 7SB  
Erection of a single storey rear extension to existing garage to enclose staircase, minor internal 
alterations to main dwelling and addition of 2no. rooflights. 
 
25/503071/FULL - Foxwood Chalky Road Stockbury Kent ME9 7QR  
Retrospective application for proposed one bed annexe, with associated lounge and kitchenette. 
PC Action: PC Objections submitted. 
 
25/503298/FULL - Harrow Cottage The Street Stockbury Kent ME9 7UE  
Installation of Hardie Plank cladding to the complete upper elevation of the property. Replacing some 
existing timber cladding on part of the upper elevation. Vapour barrier will be installed and where 
necessary insulation will be upgraded to the area that is currently timber clad. 
 
25/503181/FULL - Yelsted Farm Yelsted Road Yelsted Kent ME9 7UT  
Retrospective planning application for the erection of a replacement day room to provide 
accommodation on an existing Gypsy and traveller site. 
 

b. Application Decisions by MBC. 

24/501407/FULL 
Volente Hazel Street Stockbury Sittingbourne Kent ME9 7SB 
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Stationing of residential mobile home for rural worker (retrospective). 
Application Permitted 
 
25/502138/SUB 
Cherry Tree Farm Pett Road Stockbury Kent ME9 7RL 
Submission of details pursuant to condition 1 - Landscaping, Subject to APP/U2235/W/24/3350685 
(24/501979/FULL) 
Application Permitted 
 
25/501824/LBC 
Street Foxes The Street Stockbury Kent ME9 7UD 
Listed Building Consent for internal alterations including replacing plates, some joists , treads and repairs 
to stairs. Retain and repair historic timber floorboards and beams using oak and softwood partnering joist 
plus a modern damp proof course and steel fixings. 
Application Permitted 
 
24/504604/FULL 
Hillside Farm Stockbury Valley Stockbury Kent ME9 7QH 
Change of use of former agricultural, farm shop, office and furniture removal/ storage business barns to 
light industrial (E(g), general industrial (B2) and storage and distribution (B8) uses including repairs and 
changes to fenestration (Barn 1) and provision of 9 car, and 4 light goods vehicle parking spaces  
Application Permitted 
 

c. Appeals. 
No matters to report. 

d. Other Planning Matters. 
No matters to report. 

12.  Financial Matters. 

Statement of Accounts & Cheques for signature. 

The Clerk confirmed that the Council remains solvent. 

Resolved: Financial Statement and payments approved. 

• A payment of £210 was approved for grass cutting and repairs to chains. 

• Updates were provided on the bus account and orchard account, with confirmation that two new 
accounts were in the process of being opened. 

13.  Devolution and MBC Community Governance Review. 

To receive a report on Devolution and the MBC Community Governance Review. 

The Clerk reported on the latest position regarding local government reorganisation.  

14.  External Reports. 

a.  Parish Councillors: 

No matters were reported. 

b.  KCC Councillor: 
KCC Cllr Sarah Emberson attended the meeting and gave her report on the following: 

• Local Government Review 
• KCC matters. 
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c.  MBC Councillor: 
No apologies or report received. 

15.  Correspondence Report. 

To consider any correspondence received. 

Correspondence received was noted. 

16.  Stockbury Bus. 

To receive a report on the Stockbury Bus. 

Cllr Moody reported on the bus, the thoughts about having a smaller vehicle and the need for additional 
drivers. 

17.  Stockbury Orchard. 

To receive a report on the Stockbury Orchard. 

A written report on the orchard was noted from Cllr Tingey.  

Members approved the appointment of the probation service to assist with the orchard maintenance. 

18.  Stockbury Observer. 

To receive a report on the Stockbury Observer. 

Cllr Moody reported on the Stockbury Observer.  

19.  Any Other Business. 

To consider any other business not requiring a resolution. 

• It was agreed to place community awards on the next agenda. 

20.  Date of Next Meeting. 

Wednesday 15th October 2025 at 7:30pm in Stockbury Village Hall 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.35pm. 

 

Signed: _________________________________________ 

 

Dated: ______________________ 

 


