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Minutes of the Meeting of Stockbury Parish Council

Held on Wednesday 12th November 2025 at 7:30pm in Stockbury Village Hall

Councillors Present:  Cllr Moody

Clr Azad
Clr Southern

Also present: Mrs Sherrie Babington (Parish Clerk), MBC Cllr Thompson and members of the public.

Chair: The meeting was opened and chaired by Clir Southern.

1.

Apologies for Absence.

Members who cannot attend a meeting shall tender their apologies to the Parish Clerk prior to the meetings,
under Section 85(1) of the Local Government Act 1972, the members present must decide whether the
reason(s) fora member’s absence shall be accepted.

Apologies were received from:

e Cllr Sumner (sickness)
e ClirTingey (personal)

Resolved: The apologies were accepted.
Apologies were also received from KCC Councillor Sarah Emberson.

Declarations of Interest.

To receive Declarations of Interest in respect of matters contained in this agenda, in accordance with the
provisions of the Localism Act 2011 in respect of members and in accordance with the provisions of the
Local Government Act 1972 in respect of officers.

No declarations of interest were made.

To consider any Dispensation requests received by the Parish Clerk and not previously considered.
No dispensations were considered.

Approval of Minutes of the Previous Meeting.

To consider the minutes of the previous meeting and if in order sign as a true record.
The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed.

Proposed: Clir Moody

Seconded: Cllr Azad

Resolved: The minutes were approved and duly signed by the Chair of the meeting.
Matters Arising.

There were no matters arising.

The Meeting was adjourned at 7.40pm for the Chairman to present the 2025 KALC Community Award to
former Parish Councillor and Chairman Mr Dave Tomsett, recognising his long-standing service and
exceptional contribution to the Stockbury community.
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Members acknowledged his dedicated involvement over many years, including his leadership of the Parish
Council, management of the community minibus, support for village events, and his role in several key
community initiatives.

The Council expressed its sincere appreciation for his commitment to the parish, and Mr Tomsett was
warmly congratulated on receiving this well-deserved award.

The meeting was reconvened at 7.50pm

Parish Councillor Vacancies.

To consider any applications for Co-option.

The Clerk circulated a written report detailing two applications received from residents for co-option to the
Parish Council.

Co-option of Mr Tom Yeomans in attendance at the meeting

Members considered the application submitted by Mr Yeomans.
Resolved: Mr Yeomans was duly co-opted to the Parish Council.
Mr Yeomans to sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office at the next meeting.

Co-option of Mr Brendan Ferrell

The Clerk advised that Mr Ferrell had also submitted an application but was unable to attend the meeting
due toillness. He was in agreement to his application being considered in his absence.

Resolved: Mr Ferrell was co-opted in his absence, and Declaration of Acceptance of Office to be signed at
the next meeting.

Parish Council Policy Review 2025.

To review the policies for the Parish Council.

The Clerk confirmed that updated NALC model policies had been circulated.

It was agreed that:

Resolved:

e Allcirculated policies were adopted.

e Next full policy review will take place in 2027, unless changes are required earlier.
e Anew Freedom of the Parish Award policy was also adopted

Proposed by Cllr Moody, seconded by Cllr Southern and agreed by all present.

Reports from External Meetings.

To consider reports from external meetings.
Reports to be given under relevant agenda items.

Public Comments and Observations.

To discuss any questions received by members of the public.

A member of the public raised concerns about the dangerous parking at the Aerodrome Approach Road,
where despite the double yellow line’s HGVs were still parking on a regular basis.
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This was discussed and it was agreed that Cllr Moody would raise this with KCC.
Police Matters.
To consider police matters.

Members discussed ongoing police matters, including persistent antisocial behaviour involving youths
climbing on the village hall roof, causing damage, and creating disturbances.

There were also reports of significant littering, with large quantities of alcohol cans being found in areas of
the parish.

Cllr Moody reported that the Police had agreed to increase night-time patrols in and around the parish.
The Chairmen reported a find of ammunition which had been handed in and reported to the police.

Highways Matters.

a. General Highway Matters.
Members noted:

e Pothole repairs scheduled, with road closures expected.

e Salt bin audit undertaken and bins to be replenished reported to KCC.

e Redundant signhage from previous works has been reported for removal.
e New village gateway sign had been ordered to replace the missing one.
e CityFibre road closures continued in the parish.

b. Highways Improvement Plan
Cllr Moody confirmed that the completed Highways Improvement Plan has now been submitted to KCC
for 6 weeks and no progress report had been received.

Planning Matters.

a. Applications Received.

25/504025/LBC - Cockhill Farm Cox Street Detling Kent ME14 3HG
Listed Building Consent for total demolition of fire- damaged remains of the cottage.
PC Action: No Objections.

b. Application Decisions by MBC.

25/503766/PNR

Cherry Tree Farm Pett Road Stockbury Kent ME9S 7RL

Prior notification for the change of use of agricultural building to a flexible commercial use. For its prior
approval to: Transport and Highways impact of the development - Noise impacts of the development -
Contamination risks on the site - Flooding risks on the site.

Prior Approval Granted

25/503798/ELEC

High Vistas Hill Green Road Stockbury Kent ME9Q 7UT

Installation on one new pole and line with associated cabinet (under S37(1) of the Electricity Act 1989.
No Objections

25/503181/FULL

Yelsted Farm Yelsted Road Yelsted Kent MES 7UT

Retrospective planning application for the erection of a replacement day room to provide accommodation
on an existing Gypsy and traveller site.

Application Refused
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The Council hereby REFUSES Planning Permission for the above for the following Reason(s):
(1) The day room due to its design, size and location would have a detrimental impact on
the character and appearance of the countryside. The development is contrary to the
recommendation of the Maidstone Landscape Character Assessment (Dry Valleys and
Downs) which is to "Restore and Improve". The day room located in the nationally
significant Kent Downs National Landscape fails to further' the statutory purposes of this
protected landscape with the dayroom failing to either conserve or enhance the
character of this protected landscape the day room due to its size is not proportionate
and does not provide ancillary accommodation and there is no justification for allowing
this development with the resulting adverse visual harm to intrinsic character of the
countryside. The day room represents inappropriate development in the countryside and
in a nationally significant landscape and is contrary to policies LPRSS1, LPRSP9, and
LPRQD4 of Maidstone Local Plan Review (2024); the Maidstone Landscape Character
Assessment & Supplement (2012); and the National Planning Policy Framework (2024).

Appeals.
No matters to report.

. Other Planning Matters.

Members discussed concerns about the cumulative impact of several recent planning approvals along
narrow rural lanes in the parish. Although each application was assessed individually, the combined
effect of the applications had led to heavier traffic and safety concerns for residents and horse riders. The
Parish Council felt this piecemeal approach did not take into account the wider impact on the area.

It was noted that a follow up meeting was due to be arranged with MBC Planning and these issues would
be raised.

12. Financial Matters.

13.

a.

Statement of Accounts & Cheques for signature.
To consider the Financial Statement circulated with meeting papers.

The Clerk reported on the Parish Councils finance and presented a financial statement, budget analysis
and a list of accounts for payment.

Resolved: Financial Statement and payments approved.

. 2026/2027 Budget and Precept.

The Clerk reported that the 2026/2027 Budget and Precept needed to be approved by the end of January.
The Band D figures were usually published by MBC late December, and these were needed to set the
precept.

The Clerk updated members on the ongoing Lloyds Bank account issues.

Devolution and MBC Community Governance Review.

To receive a report on Devolution and the MBC Community Governance Review.

Cllr Thompson gave an update on the current position regarding wider local government reorganisation.

A public consultation on reorganisation is expected in 2026, after which Government will determine the next
steps.

He spoke regarding how local government reorganisation could affect how local areas are represented and
how services are delivered, although no decisions have yet been made.
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The PC was advised that Stage 2 of the Maidstone Community Governance Review was underway, and

parish councils were encouraged to participate in the consultation process.

External Reports.

a. Parish Councillors:

No matters were reported.

b. KCC Councillor:

KCC Cllr Sarah Emberson gave her apologies to the meeting.

c. MBC Councillor:

MBC Cllr Stephen Thompson gave his report to the meeting.

Correspondence Report.

To consider any correspondence received.

Correspondence received was noted.

Stockbury Bus.

To receive a report on the Stockbury Bus.

Cllr Moody reported on the Community Bus.

Stockbury Orchard.

To receive a report on the Stockbury Orchard.

Cllr Tingey submitted a written report on the progress of the Orchard.

Stockbury Observer.

To receive a report on the Stockbury Observer.

Cllr Moody reported on the Stockbury Observer.

Community Award.

Resolved: The Council adopted the 2026 KALC Community Award Scheme.

Members also agreed in principle to implement a Freedom of the Parish Award, in line with the newly

adopted policy.

Any Other Business.

To consider any other business not requiring a resolution.

No matters were raised.

Date of Next Meeting.

Confirmed: Wednesday 10th December 2025 at 7:30pm

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.43pm.

Signed:

Dated:




