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The Minutes of the Meeting of Stockbury Parish Council  

held in Stockbury Village Hall on the 15th of January 2025 at 7:30PM. 
 

Councillors present:  Moody 
 Southern 
 Sumner 
 Tingey 
 
The meeting was chaired by Parish Cllr Southern. 
 
Minutes were taken by Parish Cllr Tingey in the absence of the Clerk. 
 
1. Apologies. 

Members who cannot attend a meeting shall tender their apologies to the Parish Clerk prior to the meetings, 
under Section 85(1) of the Local Government Act 1972, the members present must decide whether the 
reason(s) for a member’s absence shall be accepted.  
 
Apologies were received from Parish Clerk Babington, Parish Councillors Cathcart and Azad, Ward 
Councillors Thompson, Jones and KCC Councillor Prendergast. 

 
2. Parish Councillor Vacancy.  

No applications were received. 
 

3. Declaration of Interest.  
To receive Declarations of Interest in respect of matters contained in this agenda, in accordance with the 
provisions of the Localism Act 2011 in respect of members and in accordance with the provisions of the 
Local Government Act 1972 in respect of officers. 

 
No interests were declared.  

 
To consider any Dispensation requests received by the Parish Clerk and not previously considered.  

 
No Dispensation requests were considered. 

 
4. Minutes of the previous Meeting.  

The Minutes of the previous meeting were circulated to all present.  

A correction is required to the minutes under item 7 Public Comments and Observations to amend “Mr 
Ascot” to “Mr Arscott”. 

Outstanding items attributable to the absent Parish Clerk and Parish Councillors will be carried forward to 
the next meeting for an update. 

The minutes were proposed by Cllr Tingey as a true record, these were seconded by Cllr Sumner and agreed 
by all present.  

The Minutes were then signed and dated by the Chairman of the meeting. 

5. Matters Arising. 
KALC Community Awards Scheme 2025: 
Members agreed a recipient for this award. 

Proposed by Cllr Tingey and seconded by Cllr Moody. 

Action: Clerk to submit the nomination by deadline of 7 February 2025. 
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6.  Notice of reports from external meetings. 
Cllr Moody participated in a Zoom meeting with Simon Jones, National Highways and KCC Councillor Neil 
Baker covering the need for additional road signs to reduce the current problems with HGVs leaving the 
roundabout and travelling towards South Green. It was agreed that Simon Jones would document what the 
options available are to resolve the problem, but this has not been received despite follow up from Cllr 
Moody. 
Councillor Moody will chase Simon Jones again for a response. 

There were no other reports from external meetings. 

7. Public Comments and Observations. 
There were no public comments and observations 

 
8. Police Matters. 

No police matters were reported. 
 
Cllr Southern confirmed that 3 volunteers have put themselves forward to be Neighbourhood Watch 
representatives.  

Action: Cllr Southern will make contact with the NW volunteers and ensure they are “hooked up” 
with the local police contact. 

9. Highway Matters 
a. General Highway Matters. 
• Cllr Moody requested that salt bins were refilled. This was done. 
• Cllr Moody has reported potholes in South Green Lane and Pett Lane to KCC using the Country Eye app. 

Cllr Moody followed up with KCC to ensure this had been recorded but there is no evidence of logging. 
Cllr Moody will follow up with KCC Councillor Prendergast when she returns from a break. 

 

b. Highways Improvement Plan 
Nothing to report. 

 
c. M2 Junction Improvements 
• Cllr Moody and Parish Clerk circulated a document showing proposed changes for the layout of signage 

at the Stockbury roundabout and along the A249. Cllr Moody commented that in his view the changes 
proposed are a good thing, but any residents affected may complain if they are not consulted and it is 
not known if the changes have been advertised to interested parties. 

• Cllr Moody will chase further about the parking restriction signs that need to be put back in place. 
• Concerns were raised again by Councillors regarding the raised tarmac section just before the 

Maidstone bound crossover lane at the bottom of Church Hill. It was agreed that responsibility lies with 
KCC and this needs to be raised again as it is creating a dangerous situation with the potential for a 
serious accident to occur. 

• Councillors discussed the need for a sign to be put up at the merge lane after the Maidstone bound 
flyover – this will be kept as a pending item. 

10.  Planning Matters: 
a.  Applications Received 

24/505109/FULL – Cherry Trees. The Street, Stockbury, Kent ME9 7UD 
Erection of an outbuilding ancillary to the main dwelling (retrospective) 

 
No action required. 
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b.  Application Decisions by MBC  

24/504574/FULL - Norton Green House, Pett Road, Stockbury, Kent ME9 7RJ 
Installation of solar panels on ground racking. 

 
Application Permitted 

 
c.  Appeals  

No matters were raised.  
 

d.  Other Planning Matters  
24/500597/CRVNP1 Cocketts, Bimbury Lane, Stockbury, Kent  
Councillors noted that the response received from Planning Enforcement and circulated by 
the Clerk does not address the correct piece of land. 

 
Action: Clerk to follow up with the Planning Enforcement Officer to get clarification. 

 
11. Financial Matters:  

a.  Statement of Accounts & Cheques for signature.  
To consider the Financial Statement circulated with meeting papers. 

Due to the absence of the Clerk this item cannot be completed and will be deferred to the next meeting. 

b.  To Consider a Request for a Financial Donation 
Councillors agreed to make a donation of £300 to the Village Hall committee following a request for a 
donation towards the purchase of CCTV to improve security measures. The Parish Council will have no 
responsibility for equipment, monitoring and compliance with GDPR. 

 
c.  2025/2026 Budget.  

The draft budget proposal was circulated to the Councillors. 
 

After discussion the Councillors agreed that Option 4 should be adopted for the Precept (amount of 
£17,900). Proposed by Cllr Tingey and seconded by Cllr Sumner. 

 
The proposed budget for 2025/26 was discussed by the Councillors with the following updates agreed: 

• Income – Advertising – reduce from £1300 to £1000 as recommended by Cllr Moody 
• Expenditure – Stockbury Observer – increase from £1,700 to £1,800 to cover production costs as 

recommended by Cllr Moody 

Approval of budget changes and budget for 2025/26 proposed by Cllr Moody and seconded by Cllr 
Tingey. 

12.  External Reports:  
a.  Parish Councillors.  

No matters were reported.  

b.  KCC Councillor.  
KCC Councillor Prendergast gave her apologies to the meeting.  

 
c.  MBC Councillor.  

MBC Councillors Jones and Thompson gave their apologies to the meeting.  
 

13.  Correspondence Report.  
No correspondence for discussion. 

 
14.  Stockbury Bus. 
  No matters were raised.  
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15.  Stockbury Orchard.  

Cllr Tingey provided an update around the Stockbury Orchard: 
 
• People doing community service hours have been working in the orchard planting hedges. The work 

completed was of a high standard and a lot was undertaken. These resources will be available 
throughout 2025 to complete projects around the village. 

• In a separate project, hedges have been laid along one boundary. The cost of this was covered by a 
grant. 

16.  Stockbury Observer.  
No matters were raised.  

 
17.  Any Other Business:  

a.  Raised by Public.  
No matters were raised.  

b.  Raised by Parish Councillors.  
• An article around the Mobile Library should be included in the Stockbury Observer 
• Forum Hartlip Parish Council booklet – it was agreed at a previous meeting that SPC will not be 

contributing material for inclusion. 

Action: Clerk to write to person concerned to confirm that Stockbury Parish Council will not be 
contributing to the Hartlip Forum booklet. 

• Parish Council website needs to have a security certificate installed 

Action: Cllr Southern will follow up with Cllr Azad to ascertain status of a security certificate being 
applied to the website. 

18.  Date of next Meeting.  
It was agreed that the next meeting would be held on 12th February 2025.  
 

 
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was closed to the press and public at 8.40pm.  

 

 

 

Signed: __________________________________________ 

 

Dated: _______________________________ 

 


