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Minutes of the Meeting of Stockbury Parish Council 

Held on Wednesday 21st January 2026 at 7:30pm in Stockbury Village Hall 

Councillors Present:  Cllr Moody 
Cllr Tingey 
Cllr Southern 
Cllr Sumner 
Cllr Azad 
Cllr Yeoman 
Cllr Ferrell 
 

Also present: Mrs Sherrie Babington (Parish Clerk), and members of the public. 

Chair: The meeting was opened and chaired by Cllr Southern. 

1.  Apologies for Absence. 

Members who cannot attend a meeting shall tender their apologies to the Parish Clerk prior to the meetings, 
under Section 85(1) of the Local Government Act 1972, the members present must decide whether the 
reason(s) for a member’s absence shall be accepted. 

Apologies were received from KCC Cllr Sarah Emberson  and MBC Councillor Thompson. 

2.  Declarations of Interest. 

To receive Declarations of Interest in respect of matters contained in this agenda, in accordance with the 
provisions of the Localism Act 2011 in respect of members and in accordance with the provisions of the 
Local Government Act 1972 in respect of officers. 

No declarations of interest were made. 

To consider any Dispensation requests received by the Parish Clerk and not previously considered. 

No dispensations were considered. 

3.  Approval of Minutes of the Previous Meeting. 

To consider the minutes of the previous meeting and if in order sign as a true record. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed. 

Proposed: Cllr Moody 

Seconded: Cllr Tingey 

Resolved: The minutes were approved and duly signed by the Chair of the meeting. 

4.  Matters Arising. 

There were no matters arising. 

5.  New Councillors – Declarations of Acceptance of Office. 

The Clerk confirmed that the newly appointed councillors had completed and signed their Declarations of 
Acceptance of Office and were formally welcomed to the Parish Council. 

6.  Reports from External Meetings. 

To consider reports from external meetings. 

Members received updates on several external meetings. 
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Cllr Azad reported on her attendance at the Independent Advisory Group meeting linked to Kent Police. The 
meeting focused on improving communication between the police and local communities. Particular 
emphasis was placed on ensuring that smaller rural villages receive adequate police support. It was noted 
that local officer Ben Cox is responsible for a wide geographic area and often lacks sufficient backup. The 
Advisory Group has agreed to continue supporting requests for greater resources in rural areas. 

Cllrs Southern and Moody provided feedback from a parish roundtable meeting with MP Helen Whately. 
Topics discussed included water supply resilience following recent service failures, ongoing infrastructure 
pressures, the proposed local government reorganisation, and the current Gypsy and Traveller planning 
consultation.  

7.  Public Comments and Observations. 

To discuss any questions received by members of the public. 

The Chair invited comments from members of the public. 

A resident addressed the meeting and provided an update on the Stockbury Orchard. He confirmed that 
beehives will be returning for the coming season and that new hedging and general maintenance work is 
continuing.  

Members thanked the resident for his work on behalf of the community. 

Concerns were raised about inconsiderate parking outside the Village Hall during events, which can cause 
difficulties for nearby residents. The ongoing problem of fly tipping and lack of response from Maidstone 
Borough Council was discussed.  

Litter picking was also discussed, and Cllr Moody spoke regarding the lack of support from MBC for litter 
picking in Stockbury as it was mainly rural lanes. 

It was agreed that he would raise this with MBC Cllr Stephen Thompson. 

The public session was then closed. 

8.  Police Matters. 

To consider police matters. 

Members discussed current policing matters within the parish, noting that reports of anti-social behaviour 
have reduced during the winter months, although concerns remain that issues may increase again in the 
summer.  

Concern was expressed regarding the lack of follow-up from the police on previous incidents, including 
delays in receiving promised apology letters from youths involved in earlier vandalism. 

It was reported that Police officers will be attending the village coffee morning in February to meet residents 
and discuss concerns directly. Members agreed that this would be a valuable opportunity to improve 
engagement and encourage more consistent reporting of incidents. 

9.  Highways Matters. 

a.  General Highway Matters. 
Members considered a range of highway issues affecting the parish. 

Long-standing problems with potholes, abandoned signage and general road maintenance were 
highlighted. Particular concern remains regarding safety at the A249 junction and on Church Lane, where 
several accidents have occurred over recent years. 
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Members discussed the roadside memorial located on the A249 near Stockbury Roundabout. It was 
noted that this matter had previously been raised with Kent County Council Highways due to concerns 
that its size and location could be distracting to drivers and present a potential safety risk. KCC had 
advised that they would liaise with the Police and the family regarding its removal; however, members 
confirmed that no action has been taken to date. 

b.  Highways Improvement Plan 
Cllr Moody updated members on the response from KCC Highways to the Parish Council’s submitted 
Highways Improvement Plan. It was felt that progress from Kent County Council was slow and that the 
measures proposed so far do not adequately address the issues. Councillors agreed that further 
engagement with KCC was needed to ensure parish priorities were properly considered. 

Action: Cllr Moody to circulate HIP to all members ahead of submitting to the updated comments to KCC 
Highways and request a follow-up meeting to discuss outstanding matters. 

10.  Planning Matters. 

a. Applications Received 
25/504795/LBC - Court Farm Yelsted Lane Sittingbourne Kent ME9 7UT  
Listed Building Consent for the conversion of barn to residential dwelling, installation of rooflights and 
Mezzanine. Demolition of existing stables. Erection of close boarded fence and access gate. 
Resolved: No objection 
 

b. Application Decisions by MBC 
25/504876/AGRIC 
Parsonage Farm, M.B. Farms South Street Road Stockbury Kent ME9 7UJ 
Prior notification for the erection of an open fronted agricultural storage building. For its prior approval to: 
Siting, design and external appearance. 
Prior Approval Not Required 
 
25/504149/SUB 
Volente Hazel Street Stockbury Sittingbourne Kent ME9 7SB 
Submission of details pursuant to conditions 6 (Site Development Scheme), 7 (landscaping), 8 
(implementation of landscaping), 9 (biodiversity enhancement), 10 (foul and surface water drainage), and 
11 (lighting), subject to application 24/501407/FULL. 
Application Permitted 
 
25/502509/FULL 
Three Squirrels Stockbury Valley Stockbury Kent ME9 7QN 
Change of use of land for siting of 1(no) motor coach for holiday use and associated works including: Land 
level changes; construction of timber decking and steps; laying of gravel; fencing; and gazebo. 
(Retrospective) 
Application Permitted 
 

c. Appeals 
No matters to report. 
 

d. Other Planning Matters 
To discuss any other planning matters. 
 
Enforcement Matters – The Clerk was asked to seek an update from MBC on the enforcement action for 
the illegal encampment at Pett Road. 
Action: Clerk to progress. 
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Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling Showpeople DPD Consultation 
A detailed discussion took place regarding the current Maidstone Borough Council consultation. 
Members expressed serious concern that the consultation document states that only 4% of borough 
provision lies within Stockbury Parish, whereas local knowledge and records indicate that the true figure 
is closer to 18%. 
 
Members agreed that the inaccurate data gives a misleading picture of local provision and has already 
contributed to planning tensions and unauthorised encampments. It was considered essential that the 
Parish Council challenge the figures formally so that future decisions are based on correct information. 
 
Resolved: 
That the Parish Council submit a formal representation to Maidstone Borough Council challenging the 
published figures and requesting correction prior to the next stage of the Local Plan process. 
 
Action: Clerk to prepare and submit a detailed response on behalf of the Council. 
 

11.  Financial Matters. 

a. Statement of Accounts & Cheques for signature.  
 
 To consider the Financial Statement circulated with meeting papers. 
 

The Clerk reported on the Parish Councils finance and presented a financial statement, budget analysis 
and a list of accounts for payment. 

Resolved: Financial Statement and payments approved. 

b. 2026/2027 Budget and Precept. 
A draft budget had been circulated. 

The Clerk presented budget options for the coming financial year.  

The Clerk recommended that the Council adopt a balanced budget without drawing on reserves in order 
to maintain financial resilience.  

After careful consideration, members agreed that an increase of 13.32% represented a responsible and 
sustainable position. 

Resolved: 

To approve a precept increase of 13.32%, setting the 2026/27 precept at £20,530. 

Members noted that this approach would protect the Council from relying on reserves and would provide 
contingency for unforeseen expenditure. 

Action: Clerk to submit Precept Demand to MBC. 

12.  Local Government Reorganisation and MBC Community Governance Review. 

To receive a report on Devolution and the MBC Community Governance Review. 

Members noted updates regarding local government reorganisation and the Community Governance Review 
process. 
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13.  External Reports. 

a.  Parish Councillors: 

No matters were reported. 

b.  KCC Councillor: 
KCC Cllr Sarah Emberson gave her apologies to the meeting. 

c.  MBC Councillor: 
MBC Cllr Stephen Thompson gave his apologies to the meeting. 

14.  Correspondence Report. 

The Clerk reported that correspondence had been received from Maidstone Borough Council regarding 
participation in the Maidstone Big Day Out on 10 May 2026. The event aims to encourage community 
engagement and showcase local activities across the borough. 

Members agreed in principle that Stockbury Parish Council should take part in the event and use it as an 
opportunity to promote the parish and local organisations. 

To progress this, it was agreed that councillors would liaise with village organisations to seek expressions of 
interest in participating and if adequately supported, forward contact details of local organisations to the 
Clerk, so that a formal email could then be sent inviting them to take part. 

Action: Councillors to ascertain interest and provide the Clerk with contact details for local organisations so 
that formal invitations can be issued. 

15.  Stockbury Bus. 

To receive a report on the Stockbury Bus. 

Cllr Moody reported on the current position of the community bus. He stated that the vehicle was now 
ageing and increasingly expensive to maintain.  

It was also noted that current licensing rules requiring a D1 licence limit the number of volunteer drivers. 
Replacing the bus with a smaller vehicle could widen the pool of eligible drivers. 

Estimated replacement costs were from £16,000. Approximately £20,000 was currently held in reserves 
account. 

Resolved: 

That options for replacing the bus be actively explored, including grant funding opportunities and quotations 
from local dealers. 

Action: Further investigations to be undertaken and reported back to Council. 

16.  Stockbury Orchard. 

To receive a report on the Stockbury Orchard. 

Updates provided earlier in the meeting and were formally noted by members. 

17.  Stockbury Observer. 

To receive a report on the Stockbury Observer. 

Members agreed that the next edition of the Stockbury Observer should include reminders regarding 
considerate parking at the Village Hall, details of the upcoming police coffee morning, and information on 
emergency contacts. 
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18.  Community Award. 

Members considered nominations and agreed the recipient for the KALC Community Awards 2026.  

Members also discussed the Freedom of the Parish Award and agreed, subject to their consent, to 
approach Lyle Cathcart and Chris Porter as proposed recipients. 

Actions: 

• Informal approaches to be made to both nominees 

• Clerk to prepare citation wording and arrangements for presentation 

19. Exclusion of Press and Public – Confidential Item 

It was resolved that, in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and 
public be excluded due to the confidential nature of the following item. 

Confidential Item – Freedom of the Parish Award 

20. Any Other Business. 

To consider any other business not requiring a resolution. 

Youth Club Initiative 

Cllr Ferrell spoke about his idea to establish a weekly youth club in the Village Hall to provide activities for 
children and teenagers. The aim would be to create positive engagement opportunities and help reduce anti-
social behaviour within the parish.  

Members strongly supported the initiative and agreed to assist with contacts and advice. Potential funding 
sources and volunteer support will be explored. 

Emergency Resilience Planning 

Following recent water supply disruptions, members agreed that the parish requires a more formal 
continuity and resilience plan. The creation of clearer communication channels for residents, particularly 
vulnerable households, was considered essential. 

Actions: 

• Clerk to obtain resilience plan templates and forward to Cllr Moody 

• Cllr Azad - exploration of an online form on the parish website to allow residents to report outages 

• All Cllrs - Consideration of establishing an emergency contact network for future incidents 

Parish Website 

Members discussed the current parish website and agreed that improvements were required to enhance 
functionality and accessibility. 

It was agreed that the website should be upgraded to the Hugo Fox Silver Package, including the addition of 
the Planning Portal link.  

It was also agreed that Cllr Azad should be given access to update website content. 

Action: Clerk to arrange upgrade of the parish website to the Silver Package and provide councillor access 
for content updates. 
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20.  Date of Next Meeting. 

Confirmed: Wednesday 18th February 2026 at 7:30pm  

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.33pm. 

 

Signed: _________________________________________ 

 

Dated: ______________________ 

 


