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Minutes of the Meeting of Stockbury Parish Council

Held on Wednesday 16th July 2025 at 7:30pm in Stockbury Village Hall

Councillors Present:  Clir Moody

Clr Tingey
Clr Sumner
Clr Southern

Also present: Mrs Sherrie Babington (Parish Clerk), members of the public.

Chair: The meeting was opened and chaired by Clir Southern.

1.

Apologies for Absence.

Members who cannot attend a meeting shall tender their apologies to the Parish Clerk prior to the meetings,
under Section 85(1) of the Local Government Act 1972, the members present must decide whether the
reason(s) for a member’s absence shall be accepted.

Apologies were received from Cllr Azad due to sickness.
Resolved: The apology from Clir Azad was accepted.
Apologies were also received from LCC Councillor Sarah Emberson.

Declarations of Interest.

To receive Declarations of Interest in respect of matters contained in this agenda, in accordance with the
provisions of the Localism Act 2011 in respect of members and in accordance with the provisions of the
Local Government Act 1972 in respect of officers.

No declarations of interest were made.

To consider any Dispensation requests received by the Parish Clerk and not previously considered.
No dispensations were considered.

Approval of Minutes of the Previous Meeting.

To consider the minutes of the previous meeting and if in order sign as a true record.
The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed.

Proposed: Clir Moody

Seconded: Cllr Tingey

Resolved: The minutes were approved and duly signed by the Chair.

Matters Arising.

There were no matters arising.

Parish Councillor Vacancies.

To consider any applications for Co-option.

It was noted that no applications had been received.



10.

11.
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To Appoint Committees, Representatives to Outside Bodies and Other Appointments.

The Council reviewed the list of representatives as set out in the agenda.

It was noted that several groups (Kent Downs Action Group, Tri-Parish Group, JPG Joint Parish Group) were
no longer active and should be removed.

Appointments agreed:

e CllrTingey to be appointed as Orchard Representative.

Resolved: Committee appointments be accepted.

Parish Council Policy Review 2025.

To review the policies for the Parish Council.

The Clerk confirmed that updated NALC model policies had been circulated.
It was agreed that:

e Adraft policy for dealing with planning complaints should be prepared.

e All policies to be emailed to all councillors and brought back for review at the next meeting.
Action: Clerk to draft planning complaints policy for next review.

Reports from External Meetings.

To consider reports from external meetings.

Reports to be given under Police and Highways agenda items.

Public Comments and Observations.

To discuss any questions received by members of the public.

No comments were raised by members of the public.

Police Matters.

To consider police matters.

Cllr Moody reported that a gate at the top of Honey Crook Lane had been stolen. This was the responsibility
of Kent County Council, and National Highways had raised a crime report for the theft. A few days later,
cable was also stolen from Openreach contractors working in the area.

Members discussed the new gate for the Stockbury Orchard. It was agreed that this should be permanently
marked, as such gates were considered desirable and this would make it less attractive to thieves.

It was reported that a police meeting was held in the village on Saturday 12th July. There were only a few
reported incidents in the parish, but it was noted that the Police had reacted to those reports.

Cllr Southern informed members that a police event was due to be held in the parish to provide advice on
security. A date for this event was yet to be arranged.

Highways Matters.

a. General Highway Matters.
Cllr Moody confirmed that yellow lines had been refreshed at the Aerodrome Approach Road; however,
HGVs were still parking there and causing an issue. Maidstone Borough Council was responsible for
enforcement, and a Freedom of Information request had been submitted to ascertain enforcement

statistics in the area.
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He also reported on A-frames left on the roadside. National Highways had removed those at the top of
Church Hill; Kent County Council would remove the remaining ones as they were not the responsibility of
National Highways.

He reported that National Highways had also installed parking restriction places outside Vale Cottages.

Kent County Council had yet to erect signage at Chalky Road but had agreed this would be done as soon
as possible.

Cllr Moody confirmed he had chased the quotation for additional parish signage from the Royal British
Legion; the quotation received was £205 for seven signs.

Cllr Southern raised concern regarding the memorial on the A249 which was becoming a distraction to
drivers. It was agreed that the Parish Council would follow up correspondence with Kent County Council
on this matter.

Action: Clerk to progress with KCC.

Cllr Moody also reported on correspondence with Helen Whately MP and a meeting with National
Highways. He stated that two signs on the A249 were due to be repaired and a third was to be replaced.

The Harrow large brown tourist sign at the crossover was deemed sufficient, but members felt that a sign
should also be located prior to the junction to provide earlier warning to drivers.

b. Highways Improvement Plan
Cllr Moody gave members an update on the Highways Improvement Plan which would include pedestrian
signs around the church gate area and on the bend to the church. He reported that Greg McNicol had
now left Kent Highways, and a new officer had been appointed.

12. Planning Matters.

a. Applications Received.

25/502765/FULL - Longton Manor, Stockbury Valley, Stockbury, Kent

Change of use of land for the stationing of 9 (No) static caravan pitches, to be occupied by Gypsy and
Traveller families, with associated hard surfacing/parking (part retrospective. Resubmission of
25/500261/FULL).

Resolved: The Parish Council agreed to object to this application due to concerns regarding over-
development, traffic impact, and the precedent it may set for further development in the parish.

25/502809/FULL - Seaview Farm South Street Road Stockbury Kent
Change of use of land for the stationing of three static mobiles and three touring caravans, retention of
workshop and soft landscaping (part retrospective).

Members raised concerns regarding the ongoing increase in caravan pitches at Seaview and the lack of
enforcement on previously approved applications. It was agreed that historical records would be
gathered to support a formal objection and to ensure proper procedures are enforced.

Resolved: Members agreed to submit objection to this application.
25/502509/FULL - Three Squirrels, Stockbury Valley, Stockbury, Kent

Change of use of land to allow for use as short-term holiday let/tourism, including grading of land to
allow for a level surface, construction of timber decking, steps, fencing and a gazebo. (Retrospective).

Resolved: Members agreed to submit a holding objection pending further clarification and information on
the scale of use and impact on the local area.
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b. Application Decisions by MBC.

25/501824/LBC - Street Foxes, The Street, Stockbury, Kent MES 7UD

Listed Building Consent for internal alterations including replacing plates, some joists, treads and repairs
to stairs. Retain and repair historic timber floorboards and beams using oak and softwood partnering joist
plus a modern damp proof course and steel fixings.

Decision: Application Permitted.

25/501633/LBC — Court Farm, Yelsted Lane, Sittingbourne, Kent ME9Q 7UT
Listed building consent to convert a barn to residential dwelling. Installation of rooflights.

Decision: Application Refused.
The Council hereby REFUSES listed building consent for the above for the following reason(s):

The application fails to demonstrate that the proposed works would preserve the historic and
architectural integrity of the listed property known as Court Farm, its significance, and its features of
special interest. The application is refused on the basis of harm to a heritage asset (Curtilage Listed
Building) and the loss of building fabric and form. The heritage benefit of building reuse is outweighed by
the level of harm, and the proposalis contrary to Policies LPRENV1 and LPRSP14(B) of the Maidstone
Local Plan Review (2024) and the NPPF.

c. Appeals.
No matters to report.

d. Other Planning Matters.
No matters to report.

13. Financial Matters.

a. Statement of Accounts & Cheques for signature.

The Clerk confirmed that the Council remains solvent.
Resolved: Financial Statement and payments approved.

The Clerk reported that the audit papers have been submitted to the External Auditor and were expected
to be signed off by September.

14. Devolution and MBC Community Governance Review.
To receive a report on Devolution and the MBC Community Governance Review.
The Clerk reported on the latest position regarding local government reorganisation.

15. External Reports.

a. Parish Councillors:

Concernraised about a leaning cherry tree on the Green.
It was agreed that advice to be sought from a tree specialist.
Action: PC to arrange for tree to be inspected.

b. KCC Councillor:
Apologies received from KCC Cllr Sarah Emberson. No report received.

c. MBC Councillor:
No apologies or report received.
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Correspondence Report.

To consider any correspondence received.
Correspondence received was noted.
Stockbury Bus.

To receive a report on the Stockbury Bus.

Cllr Moody reported that the bus was now down to two drivers, and no responses had been received from
the recent plea in the Stockbury Observer seeking additional drivers.

Stockbury Orchard.

To receive a report on the Stockbury Orchard.

Cllr Tingey reported on the progress of the orchard.
Stockbury Observer.

To receive a report on the Stockbury Observer.

Cllr Moody reported on the Stockbury Observer. He stated that a new distributor was needed to cover the
Bimbury Lane area. Cllr Southern agreed to cover this.

Any Other Business.

To consider any other business not requiring a resolution.

e Cllr Moody updated members on the NHW group.

e The need for dedicated .gov.uk email addresses for councillors was discussed.
e Adonation of £100 was agreed towards a forthcoming community event.

e Clerkto chase police response to children’s letter.

Date of Next Meeting.
Wednesday 17th September 2025 at 7:30pm in Stockbury Village Hall

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9pm.

Signed:

Dated:




