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The Minutes of the Meeting of Stockbury Parish Council
held in Stockbury Village Hall on the 12th of February 2025 at 7:30PM.

Councillors present:  Cathcart

Moody
Southern
Sumner
Tingey

The meeting was chaired by Parish Cllr Southern.

Apologies.
Members who cannot attend a meeting shall tender their apologies to the Parish Clerk prior to the meetings,

under Section 85(1) of the Local Government Act 1972, the members present must decide whether the
reason(s) for a member’s absence shall be accepted.

Apologies were received from Parish Councillor Azad, Ward Councillors Thompson, Jones and KCC
Councillor Prendergast.

Parish Councillor Vacancy.
No applications were received.

Declaration of Interest.

To receive Declarations of Interest in respect of matters contained in this agenda, in accordance with the
provisions of the Localism Act 2011 in respect of members and in accordance with the provisions of the
Local Government Act 1972 in respect of officers.

No interests were declared.
To consider any Dispensation requests received by the Parish Clerk and not previously considered.
No Dispensation requests were considered.

Minutes of the previous Meeting.
The Minutes of the previous meeting were circulated to all present.

The minutes were proposed by Cllr Moody as a true record, these were seconded by Cllr Cathcart and agreed
by all present.

The Minutes were then signed and dated by the Chairman of the meeting.

Matters Arising.
There were no matters arising.

Notice of reports from external meetings.
There were no reports from external meetings.

Public Comments and Observations.

Residents attended the meeting to raise concerns regarding antisocial behaviour in the parish, particularly
issues related to rubbish at a property managed by Golding Homes.

It was reported that the Care Protection Team had contacted the occupant and planned to send someone
to inspect the area. The rubbish, primarily kitchen waste, was expected to be cleared by the following
month.

It was also noted that up to seven people were living at the property, and white goods had been left outside
for 18 months, creating a potential health hazard.
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Members discussed the issue, and it was agreed that the Parish Council would write to Golding Homes
regarding this matter.
Action: Clerk to progress.

Police Matters.
No police matters were reported.

Cllr Southern reported that four Neighbourhood Watch representatives had now come forward across the
parish. She had contacted the Police Liaison Officer for Neighbourhood Watch regarding this and was
awaiting a response on the system that the coordinators should use.

It was agreed that a further advert would be placed in the Stockbury Observer to encourage more residents
to volunteer as representatives.

Highway Matters
a. General Highway Matters.

Cllr Moody reported that several potholes along Pett Lane had been reported via Country Eye, but as
this system was no longer functioning, he had resubmitted the reports through the Kent County Council
portal.

He also reported on a blocked drain outside Barrett Farm that was causing flooding.

He stated that a damaged sign at the end of Church Road was due for replacement, and the street sign
at South Leas, which had been damaged by an HGV, had been reported to Maidstone Borough Council.
However, there was ongoing discussion regarding whether this location fell within Maidstone or Swale.
The missing sign at the end of Hill Green Road had also been reported.

Cllr Moody raised concerns about the litter along Church Hill, but due to health and safety issues, the
Parish Council was unable to organise additional litter picks, as Maidstone Borough Council would not
provide support for clearing this area.

b. Highways Improvement Plan
Nothing to report.

c. M2 Junction Improvements
Cllr Moody stated that the project was now completed, and this item could be removed from future
agendas.

He reported that a meeting with Kent County Council Highways was scheduled to discuss ongoing HGV
issues at South Green.

The Parish Council was still awaiting a response regarding concerns over the tarmac area on the
approach to Church Lane.

It was also noted that an A-frames left beside the road between Stockbury and the roundabout since
November were scheduled to be removed in the final tidy-up within the next month.

The “Welcome to Stockbury” sign had now been installed but was partially obscured by vegetation,
which would need to be cut back.
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10. Planning Matters:

a. Applications Received
24/504232/SUB - The Dreys Squirrel Lodge Rumstead Lane Stockbury Kent
Submission of details pursuant to condition 6 (Car park area, woodland management plan and
grassland management plan) subject to 21/503063 FULL (events venue)
Approved by MBC

b. Application Decisions by MBC
24/504232/SUB
The Dreys Squirrel Lodge Rumstead Lane Stockbury Kent MES 7RT
Submission of details pursuant to condition 6 (Car park area, woodland management plan and
grassland management plan) subject to 21/503063 FULL (events venue)
Application Permitted

24/505109/FULL

Cherry Trees The Street Stockbury Kent ME9Q 7UD

Erection of an outbuilding ancillary to the main dwelling (Retrospective).
Application Permitted

c. Appeals
No matters were raised.

d. Other Planning Matters
MBC Enforcement response - Land Rear of S St Road Stockbury Kent ME9 7QX
Stationing of more caravans on National Landscape land, creation of a roadway and
numerous deliveries of hardcore
| refer to your complaint received on 24 September 2024 regarding the above site. This
matter has been the subject of an investigation.
We have now investigated this complaint and found that no breach of planning control has
occurred in this instance.
Accordingly, the Councilis closing the investigation of this case without taking further action.

The Clerk was asked to write to Planning Enforcement to dispute their response above and once again
outline the clear breach in planning control concerning the land between Cocketts and Seaview.
Action: Clerk to progress.

Members discussed outstanding enforcement matters. The Clerk was asked to establish the current
status of the enforcement action for Foxwood.

11. Financial Matters:
a. Statement of Accounts & Cheques for signature.
To consider the Financial Statement circulated with meeting papers.

The financial statement was proposed by Cllr Southern and seconded Clir Moody and agreed
by all present.

12. External Reports:
a. Parish Councillors.
No matters were reported.

b. KCC Councillor.
KCC Councillor Prendergast gave her apologies to the meeting.

c. MBC Councillor.
MBC Councillors Jones and Thompson gave their apologies to the meeting.
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17.

18.
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The Clerk updated members on the current situation regarding Devolution and the Community
Governance Review being undertaken by MBC.

Correspondence Report.
No matters were raised.

Stockbury Bus.

Cllr Moody reported on the progress of the Stockbury Bus.

He stated that the insurance had been renewed; however, the bus was running at a loss this year.

The possibility of organising day trips was being considered; however, it was noted that additional drivers
were needed.

It was therefore agreed that an advertisement would be placed to find someone to organise trips for the
bus.

Action: Cllr Southern to draft the article for the Stockbury Observer.

Stockbury Orchard.

Cllr Tingey reported on the work currently being undertaken in Stockbury Orchard.

She stated that offenders attending as part of a rehabilitation programme were working well. Hedge laying
had now been completed.

Future projects under consideration included the potential creation of a pond and a small plantation. It
was noted that permission would need to be sought from the landlord and Parish Council.

Members agreed that the original concept of the Orchard should be maintained, and careful consideration
would be given to any proposed future projects.

Stockbury Observer.
No matters were raised.

Any Other Business:
a. Raised by Public.

No matters were raised.

b. Raised by Parish Councillors.
No matters were raised.

Date of next Meeting.
It was agreed that the next meeting would be held on 19th March 2025.

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was closed to the press and public at 9.00pm.

Signed:

Dated:




