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Minutes of the Meeting of Stockbury Parish Council 

Held on Wednesday 10th December 2025 at 7:30pm in Stockbury Village Hall 

Councillors Present:  Cllr Moody 
Cllr Tingey 
Cllr Southern 
Cllr Sumner 
 

Also present: Mrs Sherrie Babington (Parish Clerk), KCC Cllr Sarah Emberson and members of the public. 

Chair: The meeting was opened and chaired by Cllr Southern. 

1.  Apologies for Absence. 

Members who cannot attend a meeting shall tender their apologies to the Parish Clerk prior to the meetings, 
under Section 85(1) of the Local Government Act 1972, the members present must decide whether the 
reason(s) for a member’s absence shall be accepted. 

Apologies were received from: 

• Cllr Azad (personal) 
• Cllr Farrell (personal) 
• Cllr Yeoman (sickness) 

Resolved: The apologies were accepted. 

Apologies were also received from MBC Councillor Thompson. 

2.  Declarations of Interest. 

To receive Declarations of Interest in respect of matters contained in this agenda, in accordance with the 
provisions of the Localism Act 2011 in respect of members and in accordance with the provisions of the 
Local Government Act 1972 in respect of officers. 

No declarations of interest were made. 

To consider any Dispensation requests received by the Parish Clerk and not previously considered. 

No dispensations were considered. 

3.  Approval of Minutes of the Previous Meeting. 

To consider the minutes of the previous meeting and if in order sign as a true record. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed. 

Proposed: Cllr Moody 

Seconded: Cllr Tingey 

Resolved: The minutes were approved and duly signed by the Chair of the meeting. 

4.  Matters Arising. 

There were no matters arising. 

5.  New Councillors – Declarations of Acceptance of Office. 

The Clerk confirmed that as both new councillors had tendered their apologies to the meeting, the 
paperwork would therefore be signed at the next meeting. 
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6.  Reports from External Meetings. 

To consider reports from external meetings. 

Members noted that ongoing discussions had taken place with Kent County Council (KCC) Highways, which 
would be reported under the Highways agenda item. 

7.  Public Comments and Observations. 

To discuss any questions received by members of the public. 

The Chair invited comments from members of the public. 

Residents raised safety concerns regarding the Church Lane / Church Hill junction, including: 

• A history of frequent road traffic accidents over several years 

• Repeated damage to private property, including fences, gates and signage 

• Vehicles losing control due to ice and damp road conditions caused by lack of sunlight 

• Difficulties for drivers unfamiliar with the junction 

• Accumulation of debris and rubbish following accidents and delays in clearance 

Residents confirmed that incidents had been reported to KCC Highways on multiple occasions and 
expressed frustration at the lack of long-term resolution. 

Cllr Moody discussed the potential mitigation measures, including warning signage that has been agreed 
with KCC. 

Action: Cllr Moody to forward previous correspondence and reports relating to Church Lane safety to KCC 
Cllr Emberson for follow-up. 

The public session was then closed. 

8.  Police Matters. 

To consider police matters. 

Members discussed ongoing antisocial behaviour within the parish, including: 

• Vandalism 

• Littering 

• Damage to bins and property 

• Youth matters 

Members encouraged continued reporting to anti-social matters. 

Action: Clerk to liaise with Police regarding apology letters due to be sent to the PC by youths involved with 
previous anti-social behaviour. 

9.  Highways Matters. 

a.  General Highway Matters. 
Members discussed: 

• Ongoing concerns with traffic speed and safety 
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• Persistent issues with HGV parking on the Aerodrome Approach Road, where existing restrictions 
already apply 

Residents were reminded that enforcement relies on incidents being formally reported. 

Members discussed the possibility of including a reminder in the Stockbury Observer. 

 

Concerns were also raised regarding rat-running traffic through the village as a result of increased 
development in neighbouring areas. 

Members discussed exploring joint working with Detling Parish Council, including the possibility of 
commissioning traffic counts. 

Action: Members to explore joint options with Detling Parish Council and report back. 

b.  Highways Improvement Plan 
Cllr Moody confirmed that the completed Highways Improvement Plan has now been submitted to KCC 
and he was awaiting a progress report. 

10.  Planning Matters. 

a. Applications Received 
25/504025/LBC - Cockhill Farm Cox Street Detling Kent ME14 3HG  
Listed Building Consent for total demolition of fire- damaged remains of the cottage. 
Resolved: No objection 
 

b. Application Decisions by MBC 
25/504149/SUB 
Volente Hazel Street Stockbury Sittingbourne Kent ME9 7SB 
Submission of details pursuant to conditions 6 (Site Development Scheme), 7 (landscaping), 8 
(implementation of landscaping), 9 (biodiversity enhancement), 10 (foul and surface water drainage), and 
11 (lighting), subject to application 24/501407/FULL. 
Application Permitted 
 

c. Appeals 
No matters to report. 
 

d. Other Planning Matters 
To discuss any other planning matters. 
 
Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling Showpeople Development Plan Document (DPD) 
Maidstone Borough Council has published for consultation the Regulation 18c version of its Gypsy, 
Traveller and Travelling Showpeople Development Plan Document (DPD), which sets out the preferred 
policies and potential sites to meet identified accommodation needs of the borough’s Gypsy, Traveller 
and Travelling Showpeople households over the period 2023 to 2040.  
 
Alongside this consultation, a further targeted Call for Sites exercise will be open for submission of 
potentially suitable sites for the future provision of Gypsy and Traveller pitches and Travelling 
Showpeople plots. Submitting a site does not mean that it will prove suitable for inclusion in the DPD or 
that it will get planning permission in the future. The Call for Sites’ important purpose is to give the 
council a list of candidate sites to consider. 
 

11.  Financial Matters. 

a. Statement of Accounts & Cheques for signature.  
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 To consider the Financial Statement circulated with meeting papers. 
 

The Clerk reported on the Parish Councils finance and presented a financial statement, budget analysis 
and a list of accounts for payment. 

Resolved: Financial Statement and payments approved. 

b. 2026/2027 Budget and Precept. 
A draft budget had been circulated. 
 
Members agreed that this would be discussed and a decision would be made at the January meeting. 
Action: Clerk to re-circulate the draft budget ahead of the next meeting.  

12.  Devolution and MBC Community Governance Review. 

To receive a report on Devolution and the MBC Community Governance Review. 

Members noted updates regarding local government reorganisation and the Community Governance Review 
process. 

13.  External Reports. 

a.  Parish Councillors: 

No matters were reported. 

b.  KCC Councillor: 
KCC Cllr Sarah Emberson provided a six-month update to the meeting. 

c.  MBC Councillor: 
MBC Cllr Stephen Thompson gave his apologies to the meeting. 

14.  Correspondence Report. 

To consider any correspondence received. 

Members noted correspondence relating to: 

• CityFibre works and communication issues 

• Rubbish and debris left following recent works 

• Replacement bulb planting in the verges – contribution request to CityFibre. 

Action: Clerk to contact contractors regarding clearance and reinstatement issues. 

15.  Stockbury Bus. 

To receive a report on the Stockbury Bus. 

Cllr Moody reported on the Community Bus. 

16.  Stockbury Orchard. 

To receive a report on the Stockbury Orchard. 

Cllr Tingey gave a verbal report on the progress of the Orchard. 

17.  Stockbury Observer. 

To receive a report on the Stockbury Observer. 
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Cllr Moody reported on the Stockbury Observer.  

18.  Community Award. 

Members considered: 

• KALC Community Awards 2026 – nominations required by 30 January 2026 

• Freedom of the Parish Award  

It was agreed that: 

• Any nomination for Freedom of the Parish would be discussed as a Confidential Item at the next meeting 

• Consent of the proposed recipient would be required prior to any resolution 

• Presentation would ideally take place at the Annual Meeting in May 

Action: Members to bring nominations to the next meeting for consideration. 

19. Any Other Business. 

To consider any other business not requiring a resolution. 

No matters were raised. 

20.  Date of Next Meeting. 

Confirmed: Wednesday 21st January 2026 at 7:30pm  

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.43pm. 

 

Signed: _________________________________________ 

 

Dated: ______________________ 


