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Minutes of the Meeting of Stockbury Parish Council

Held on Wednesday 18" March 2026 at 7:30pm in Stockbury Village Hall

Councillors Present:  Clir Azad

Clir Moody
Clr Sumner
Clr Tingey

Also present: Mrs Sherrie Babington (Parish Clerk), and members of the public.

Chair: The meeting was opened and chaired by Clir Moody.

1.

Apologies for Absence.

Members who cannot attend a meeting shall tender their apologies to the Parish Clerk prior to the meetings,
under Section 85(1) of the Local Government Act 1972, the members present must decide whether the
reason(s) fora member’s absence shall be accepted.

Apologies were received and accepted from:

e ClrYeoman-Work
e Cllr Ferrell— Personal
e Cllr Sumner - Holiday

Apologies were also received from:

e KCC Cllr Sarah Emberson
¢ MBC Councillor Thompson

Declarations of Interest.

To receive Declarations of Interest in respect of matters contained in this agenda, in accordance with the
provisions of the Localism Act 2011 in respect of members and in accordance with the provisions of the
Local Government Act 1972 in respect of officers.

No declarations of interest were made.
To consider any Dispensation requests received by the Parish Clerk and not previously considered.
No dispensations were considered.

Approval of Minutes of the Previous Meeting.

To consider the minutes of the previous meeting and if in order sign as a true record.
The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed.

Proposed: Cllr Sumner

Seconded: Clir Tingey

Resolved: The minutes were approved and duly signed by the Chair of the meeting.
Matters Arising.

There were no matters arising.

Public Comments and Observations.

To discuss any questions received by members of the public.
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Aresident addressed the Parish Council and raised a number of matters affecting the parish.

He referred to the memorial located on the A249 verge, raising concerns regarding its current condition and
asked whether the Parish Council had been involved in discussions regarding its removal.

Members clarified that Kent County Council and Kent Police are currently liaising directly with the family in
relation to this matter. It was noted that, due to the sensitive nature of the situation, the process is ongoing
and may take some time to resolve.

The resident spoke regarding the condition of the Village Hall, in particular the need for significant repair
works to the roof. He stated that he was working with the Village Hall Management Committee to try to raise
the funds for this.

In relation to the Stockbury Orchard, he provided an update on maintenance, including ongoing upkeep and
general site condition.

Police Matters.
To consider police matters.

Members discussed ongoing concerns regarding antisocial behaviour in the parish, particularly involving
youths congregating around the Village Hall and nearby areas. Incidents of vandalism and misuse of
facilities had been reported and were causing concern amongst residents.

It was noted that enforcement action is often limited where incidents are not formally reported. Members
emphasised the importance of encouraging residents to report all occurrences via 101 or the Kent Police
online reporting system, as multiple reports strengthen the ability of the police to take action.

It was agreed that the PC would liaise with the local Police Officer to request increased patrols and visibility
within the parish.

Highways Matters.

a. General Highway Matters.

Cllr Moody reported on a recent meeting held with an officer from Kent County Council Highways and
KCC Cllr Sarah Emberson to discuss the Parish Council’s Highways Improvement Plan (HIP).

Members were advised that updated speed assessment data had been provided for the A249. This
indicated an average vehicle speed of approximately 58.5mph along the one-mile stretch between Chalky
Road and Church Road. It was further noted that approximately 12% of vehicles were recorded as
exceeding this average, based on GPS-derived data. Members expressed concern regarding these figures
and the implications for road safety within the parish.

Concern was raised regarding the junction at Church Lane, which was considered to be dangerous due to
restricted sightlines and the speed of approaching traffic.

Cllr Azad also raised concerns regarding the condition of the road surface in the aerodrome area, noting
its poor state and the potential safety implications. In addition, ongoing issues were highlighted at the
junctions of Church Lane and Bull Lane, particularly during periods of icy weather, where conditions can
become hazardous for road users.

Members noted that these matters have been raised with Kent County Council through the Highways
Improvement Plan. However, the response received to date had been disappointing, with the authority
indicating that there was no justification to take certain elements forward at this stage.

Cllr Moody advised that he is due to attend a follow-up meeting with Kent County Council to continue
discussions.
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Members also emphasised the importance of encouraging residents to report all incidents and accidents
in the area, in order to strengthen the evidence base for future requests.

It was further noted that new pedestrian warning signage at Church Hill, near the church, has been
approved and is due to be installed.

Action: Cllr Moody to continue liaison with Kent County Council Highways and support ongoing
discussions through the Highways Improvement Plan.

b. Highways Improvement Plan
Cllr Moody reported gave an update on the Highways Improvement Plan (HIP) and discussed the current
position.

8. Planning Matters.

a. Applications Received
26/500579/LBC - Cherry Orchard Cottage Yelsted Lane Sittingbourne Kent
Listed Building Consent addition of new window and door, removal of timber ground floor and
installation of insulated Limecrete ground floor, secondary glazing, installation of Air-source heat pumps
and air conditioning units. Installation of gates, retaining wall to new driveway. Installation of, spreader
plates for underfloor heating to first floor, fibre board ceiling to kitchen, internal alterations to form en-
suit shower room, installation of loft hatch. (Partially retrospective).
Resolved: No objection

b. Application Decisions by MBC
25/503257/FULL
Willow Tree Barn Hazel Street Stockbury Kent ME9S 7SB
Internal alterations to first floor of main dwelling
Application Permitted

25/502634/TNOT56

Stockbury Hill Oad Street Stockbury Kent MESQ 7QE

Prior Notification for Electronic Communications for the installation of a replacement 25m lattice mast to
accommodate 6 no. antenna, ancillary radio equipment, 2 no. 0.3m transmission dishes, and 3 no.
equipment cabinets within an extended fenced compound, along with ancillary development thereto. For
its prior approval to: siting and appearance.

Prior Approval Granted

c. Appeals
No matters were raised.

d. Other Planning Matters
No matters were raised.

9. Financial Matters.

a. Statement of Accounts & Cheques for signature.

Members considered the financial statement circulated with the meeting papers. The Clerk provided an
overview, and no concerns were raised.

Resolved: That the financial statement be approved and payment authorised.

Proposed: Clir Moody
Seconded: Clir Azad



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

016/2026

b. Internal Auditor.

Members considered the appointment of the Internal Auditor for the 2025/2026 financial year.
Resolved: That the appointment be approved.

Proposed: Clir Tingey

Seconded: Cllr Azad

Local Government Reorganisation and MBC Community Governance Review.

To receive a report on Devolution and the MBC Community Governance Review.

Members received a report on the ongoing consultation regarding Local Government Reorganisation across
Kent and Medway. The various proposals were noted, including options for different unitary structures.

External Reports.

a. Parish Councillors:

Parish Councillors provided updates on local matters

b. KCC Councillor:
KCC Cllr Sarah Emberson gave her apologies to the meeting.

c. MBC Councillor:
MBC Cllr Stephen Thompson gave his apologies to the meeting.

Correspondence Report.

No matters were raised.
Stockbury Bus.
Cllr Moody gave an update on the Stockbury Bus.

Discussion focused on the long-term sustainability of the service, including the potential to move towards
smaller vehicles that do not require a D1 licence.

Concerns were also raised regarding uncertainty around school transport funding and the potential impact
this may have on the service moving forward.

Stockbury Orchard.
To receive a report on the Stockbury Orchard.
No further matters were reported.

Stockbury Observer.

To receive a report on the Stockbury Observer.
Cllr Moody gave an update to the meeting.

Any Other Business.

To consider any other business not requiring a resolution.

Members also discussed digital and governance matters, including progress towards website
improvements, migration to a .gov.uk domain and the requirement for councillors to complete GDPR training
in advance of audit requirements.
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Action: The Clerk will progress the above actions and report back to the Council.

17. Date of Next Meeting.
Wednesday 15" April 2026 at 7:30pm

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.53pm.

Signed:

Dated:




