019/2025
The Minutes of the Annual Statutory Meeting of Stockbury Parish Council
held on Wednesday 14th May 2025 at 7:30pm in Stockbury Village Hall.

Councillors present: Moody
Southern
Sumner
Tingey

Also: Sherrie Babington, Parish Clerk, MBC Councillor Stephen Thompson and members of the public.

The meeting was chaired by Parish Cllr Southern.

1. To electachairman.
It was proposed by Cllr Moody and seconded by Cllr Sumner that Cllr Southern be elected Chairman for
the forthcoming year.

Resolved: Cllr Southern was elected Chairman.

2. Toreceive the Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
Cllr Southern signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and took the Chair.

3. Apologies.
Members who cannot attend a meeting shall tender their apologies to the Parish Clerk prior to the meetings,

under Section 85(1) of the Local Government Act 1972, the members present must decide whether the
reason(s) for a member’s absence shall be accepted.

Apologies were received and accepted from Parish Councillor Azad.
Apologies were also received from Ward Councillor Jones.
4. To elect aVice-Chairman.

It was proposed by Cllr Southern and seconded by Cllr Sumner that Cllr Moody be elected Vice Chairman.
Resolved: Cllr Moody elected as Vice-Chairman.

5. Parish Councillor Vacancies.
The Chairman reported that following the resignation of Cllr Cathcart, there were now two vacancies on
the Parish Council.

The Clerk confirmed she would notify Maidstone Borough Council and ensure the statutory notice was
displayed as required.

Action: Clerk to progress.

6. To appoint Committees, representatives to outside bodies and other appointments.

Representatives for Outside Bodies

Footpaths Cllr Moody
Stockbury Church Cllr Southern
Police Liaison Cllr Sumner
Tree Warden Cllr Sumner
A249 Action Group Cllr
Highways/Parish Roads Clr Moody
KALC Chair/Vice Chair
Kent Downs Clr

MBC Liaison (Forums etc.) Chair/Vice Chair
Tri Parish Meetings Clr

Village Website Parish Clerk



Stockbury Observer

Village Green and Village Sign

Broadband

Village Housing
Tourism & Publicity
Community Bus
Cherry Orchard
Village Playing Fields
Grants

Community Pub
Village Sponsorship
AONB & SSI

Nature Reserves
Parish Plan

Gypsy Sites

JPG

MP, KCC & MBC Cllrs

Parish Areas & Hamlets
Stockbury Village
Stockbury Valley
Church Farm Ind Estate
Cowstead

South Street

Beaux Aires

Hill Green

Plum Tree

Queen Down Warren
Yelsted

Bimbury Lane

Detling Aerodrome Ind Estate

Kent County Showground
Pett Lane

Norton Green

South Green

Hazel Street

Appointment of:

Fiona Moody
All Councillors
Cllr Southern
Cllr Sumner
Fiona Moody
Clr Moody, Southern
Cllr Sumner
VHMC

Cllr Southern
Cllr Southern
All Councillors
Cllr Southern
Cllr Southern
All Councillors
Cllr Sumner
Cllr

Chair/Vice Chair and Parish Clerk

All Councillors
All Councillors
All Councillors
All Councillors
Cllr Southern
Cllr Southern
Cllr Sumner
Cllr Sumner
Cllr Sumner
Cllr Sumner
Cllr

Cllr

Cllr

Cllr Moody
Cllr Moody
Cllr Moody
Cllr Moody

Internal Auditor — Martin Thomas & Co

Bankers — Cooperative

External Auditors — Mazars

KALC (Kent Association of Local Councils)
CPRE (Campaign for the Protection of Rural England)

SLCC (Society of Local Council Clerks —shared membership)

ICO (Information Commissioners Office)

It was agreed to defer this item to the next meeting.

Parish Council Policy Review 2025.

It was agreed to defer this item to the next meeting.

Declaration of Interest.

020/2025

To receive Declarations of Interest in respect of matters contained in this agenda, in accordance with the
provisions of the Localism Act 2011 in respect of members and in accordance with the provisions of the
Local Government Act 1972 in respect of officers.



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

021/2025
No interests were declared.
To consider any Dispensation requests received by the Parish Clerk and not previously considered.
No Dispensation requests were considered.

Minutes of the previous Meeting.
The Minutes of the previous meeting were circulated to all present.

The minutes were proposed by Cllr Sumner as a true record; these were seconded by Cllr Tingey and agreed
by all present.

The Minutes were then signed and dated by the Chairman of the meeting.

Matters Arising.

e Highways Improvement Plan:
Cllr Moody confirmed he had drafted the plan including proposals for HGV deterrent signage and weight
restrictions. He would circulate this to all members.

o Village Sign:
Cllr Moody confirmed ongoing discussions with the Royal British Legion.

e Bus Storage:
Ongoing; Cllr Moody to follow up.

e |loyds Bank - Cultural Fund Account:
The Clerk confirmed that a formal complaint had been submitted regarding the frozen account.

o NatWest - Bus Account:
Cllr Moody confirmed a complaint had been submitted regarding the Bus Account.

Notice of reports from external meetings.
No matters were raised.

Public Comments and Observations.
No matters were raised.

Police Matters.
It was reported that the Neighbourhood Watch group was now operational. Signage was due to be
collected from Kent Police and window stickers would be made available to parish residents.

Highway Matters
a) General Highway Matters.

Missing Signs (Vale Cottages):
National Highways had been contacted about the missing signs at Vale Cottages.

Double Yellow Lines (Aerodrome Approach Road):
Some areas missed due to parked vehicles; Cllr Moody to follow up.

b) Highways Improvement Plan
Cllr Moody reported that he had drafted the HIP and would circulate to all members for comment before
submission to KCC.

15. Planning Matters:

a. Applications Received




022/2025

25/501633/LBC - Court Farm Yelsted Lane Sittingbourne Kent ME9 7UT
Listed building consent to convert a barn to residential dwelling. Installation of rooflights.
Action: No Objections.

. Application Decisions by MBC

25/500580/FULL

Court Farm Yelsted Lane Sittingbourne Kent ME9Q 7UT

Conversion of barn into residential dwelling. Installation of rooflights. Demolition of existing stables.
Erection of close boarded fence and access gate.

Application Permitted

. Appeals

No matters were raised.

. Other Planning Matters

Pett Lane (Unauthorised Caravans):
It was reported that Planning Enforcement could not take action regarding the two caravans that had
appeared during the Easter period as an application was to be submitted to MBC.

Cherry Tree Farm (Gym Use):
Permission had been granted on appeal - Cllr Moody stated that he would email the approval
conditions and appeal details to Cllr Thompson.

16. Financial Matters:

17.

18.

19.

a.

Statement of Accounts & Cheques for signature.
To consider the Financial Statement circulated with meeting papers.

The financial statement was proposed by Cllr Southern and seconded Cllr Moody and agreed by all
present.

Village Green Maintenance:

It was reported that the previous contractor had offered to continue grass cutting at £35 per cut.

This was discussed and agreed that as £600 had been allocated in the budget the contractor would be
appointed to maintain the grass per cut up to £600 annually.

Action: Clerk to contact contractor and confirm arrangements.

b. 2024/2025 Accounts and AGAR.

It was reported that the 2024/2025 Accounts and AGAR currently with Internal Auditor and will be
presented to the next meeting for consideration and approval ahead of the External Audit.

Devolution and MBC Community Governance Review.

This matter had been discussed during the Annual Parish Meeting. No further updates were provided.

External Reports:

a.

Parish Councillors.
No matters were raised.

KCC Councillor.
The newly elected KCC Councillor was not in attendance at the meeting.

. MBC Councillor.

Cllr Stephen Thompson gave his annual report during the Annual Meeting of the Parish and no further
report was given.

Correspondence Report.

No matters were reported.



20.

21.

22

23.

24,

023/2025

Stockbury Bus.
Cllr Moody reported that a driver had left the team, leaving only two active drivers. He stated that the

recruitment of new volunteer drivers was now a priority.

Stockbury Orchard.
No matters were reported.

Stockbury Observer.
Cllr Moody confirmed previous issues with the printer had now been resolved.

Any Other Business:

a. Raised by Public.
No matters were raised.

b. Raised by Parish Councillors.
No matters were raised.

Date of next Meeting - Wednesday 18" June 2025.

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was closed to the press and public at 9.34pm.

Signed:

Dated:




