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Minutes of the Meeting of Stockbury Parish Council

Held on Wednesday 15th October 2025 at 7:30pm in Stockbury Village Hall

Councillors Present:  Clir Moody
Clr Azad
Clr Tingey

Also present: Mrs Sherrie Babington (Parish Clerk).

Chair: The meeting was opened and chaired by Clir Moody.

1. Apologies for Absence.

Members who cannot attend a meeting shall tender their apologies to the Parish Clerk prior to the meetings,
under Section 85(1) of the Local Government Act 1972, the members present must decide whether the
reason(s) for a member’s absence shall be accepted.

Apologies were received from:

e Cllr Sumner due to sickness
e Clir Southern due to holiday

Resolved: The apologies were accepted.
Apologies were also received from KCC Councillor Sarah Emberson.
2. Declarations of Interest.

To receive Declarations of Interest in respect of matters contained in this agenda, in accordance with the
provisions of the Localism Act 2011 in respect of members and in accordance with the provisions of the
Local Government Act 1972 in respect of officers.

No declarations of interest were made.
To consider any Dispensation requests received by the Parish Clerk and not previously considered.
No dispensations were considered.

3. Approval of Minutes of the Previous Meeting.

To consider the minutes of the previous meeting and if in order sign as a true record.

The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed.

Proposed: Cllr Moody

Seconded: Cllr Tingey

Resolved: The minutes were approved and duly signed by the Chair of the meeting.
4. Matters Arising.

There were no matters arising.
5. Parish Councillor Vacancies.

To consider any applications for Co-option.

The Clerk reported that no applications for co-option had been received.
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Members agreed that a poster should be designed to encourage interest.
Action: Clerk to progress.
Parish Council Policy Review 2025.
To review the policies for the Parish Council.
The Clerk confirmed that updated NALC model policies had been circulated.
It was agreed that:
e All policies would be revied at the next PC Meeting
e Nextreview of policies would then be in 2027 unless earlier amendments are needed.
¢ Risk Assessment to be reviewed each year.
e Draft a new “Freedom of the Parish Award” policy for adoption at the next meeting.
Action: Clerk to draft “Freedom of the Parish Award” policy and add to next agenda.
Reports from External Meetings.
To consider reports from external meetings.
Reports to be given under relevant agenda items.

Public Comments and Observations.

To discuss any questions received by members of the public.

No comments were raised by members of the public.

Police Matters.

To consider police matters.

Theft of hay bales was reported locally. Cllr Azad spoke regarding the absence of police liaison meetings.

Highways Matters.

a. General Highway Matters.
Members discussed the disruption caused by CityFibre roadworks. Following PC’s representations to
KCC, works have been rescheduled to ensure at least one road remains open at any time.

Members raised concerns about pedestrian safety and speeding on the A249. Requests for a formal
pedestrian crossing at Churchill and reduced speed limits have been referred to Highway Planning for
review.

b. Highways Improvement Plan
Cllr Moody confirmed that the completed Highways Improvement Plan has now been submitted to KCC.

Planning Matters.

a. Applications Received.

No applications to be considered.

b. Application Decisions by MBC.

25/503798/ELEC
High Vistas Hill Green Road Stockbury Kent ME9Q 7UT
Installation on one new pole and line with associated cabinet (under S37(1) of the Electricity Act 1989.
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No Objections

25/503298/FULL

Harrow Cottage The Street Stockbury Kent ME9 7UE

Installation of Hardie Plank cladding to the complete upper elevation of the property. Replacing some
existing timber cladding on part of the upper elevation. Vapour barrier will be installed and where
necessary insulation will be upgraded to the area that is currently timber clad.

Application Permitted

25/503518/AGRIC

Pelistry Hill Green Road Stockbury Kent MES 7UP

Prior notification for agricultural buildings consisting of 1no. Shelter Barn, timber cladding and metal sheet
roofing. 2no Storage Barns, timber cladding and metal sheet roofing. For its prior approval to: - Siting,
design and external appearance.

Prior Approval Not Required

25/503027/FULL

Hollymead Hazel Street Stockbury Kent ME9S 7SB

Creation of equestrian menage/arena within existing paddock.
Application Permitted

25/503014/FULL

Oakwood Lodge Stockbury Valley Stockbury Kent MES 7QN

Retrospective application for siting of 3(no) additional static caravans for residential use by gypsy and
traveller families, on existing lawful gypsy site with approval for 4(no) caravans (of which no more than
2(no) shall be static caravans) that was allowed under planning application reference: 19/500476/FULL.
Application Permitted

25/502869/FULL

Pett Valley Stables Pett Road Stockbury Kent

Stationing of a residential mobile home for continued use of a rural worker (part retrospective).
Application Permitted

c. Appeals.
Notification of Appeal Lodged with the Planning Inspectorate

Proposal: Demolition of outbuildings, removal of mobile home and removal of areas of
hardstanding. Construction of seven dwellings with landscaping, car parking, garages,
woodland and orchard planting and provision of open space. Alterations to vehicle
access. Retention of the White House and detached outbuilding.

Location: White House Stockbury Valley Stockbury

d. Other Planning Matters.
No matters to report.

12. Financial Matters.

a. Statement of Accounts & Cheques for signature.
To consider the Financial Statement circulated with meeting papers.

The Clerk reported on the Parish Councils finance and presented a financial statement, budget analysis
and a list of accounts for payment.

Resolved: Financial Statement and payments approved.

Updates were provided on the opening of the new bus account and orchard account.
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a. 2024/2025 Audit Conclusion.
Members noted the conclusion of the 2024/2025 Audit and the publication of this on the Parish Councils
website in line with the Audit Regulations.

Devolution and MBC Community Governance Review.

To receive a report on Devolution and the MBC Community Governance Review.
The Clerk reported on the latest position regarding local government reorganisation.

External Reports.

a. Parish Councillors:

No matters were reported.

b. KCC Councillor:
KCC Cllr Sarah Emberson gave her apologies to the meeting.

c. MBC Councillor:
No apologies or report received.

Correspondence Report.
To consider any correspondence received.
Correspondence received was noted.

Parish Conference 2025
Date: Monday 10 November 2025
Time: 10:00am — 3:00pm (registration and tea/coffee from 9:30am)

Location: Town Hall, High Street, Maidstone, Kent ME14 1TF
Refreshments and lunch will be provided.

The conference will be a valuable opportunity for Parish Councils across the area to come together, share
experiences, and engage in discussions on key issues, strengthening collaboration and learning.

The agenda will include key issues and training sessions (full agenda to follow):

e Community Governance Review

e Local Government Reorganisation

e Emergency Planning

e Finance (including Parish Services Schemes)

A marketplace is also planned so that you can meet and engage with key Council service areas and provides
an opportunity for networking.
Action: Cllr Tingey to attend Conference.

Stockbury Bus.

To receive a report on the Stockbury Bus.

Cllr Moody confirmed the bus has been serviced and a new Section 19 permit has been applied for.
Members discussed the benefits of a smaller bus to widen the pool of volunteer drivers.

Stockbury Orchard.

To receive a report on the Stockbury Orchard.
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Cllr Tingey reported on the progress of the Orchard.
Stockbury Observer.
To receive a report on the Stockbury Observer.
Cllr Moody reported on the Stockbury Observer.

Community Award.

KALC COMMUNITY AWARDS SCHEME 2026

We are delighted to announce that we have now launched the 2026 KALC Community Awards Scheme, with
support from Kent County Council, the High Sheriff of Kent, and the Mayor of Medway. This follows a very
successful 2025 Awards Scheme, which was adopted by 90 member Councils.

The Award Winners receive a framed certificate. The Council can decide whether to present something extra
to their winner.

Please find attached the following documents:

An outline of the 2026 Awards Scheme.

A nomination form for member Councils to complete and send to KALC

A nomination form for residents to send to the Council if the Council decides to seek nominations from
the local community.

The first step is for the Council to agree to adopt the Scheme. The Council would then need to submit its
nomination to manager@kentalc.gov.uk by Friday 30th January 2026. All the attached documents will be
placed in the Members Area of the KALC website (www.kentalc.gov.uk).

Celebration Evening: For 2026, the High Sheriff of Kent has agreed to host an evening of celebration on
Wednesday 8th April 2026. This will be held at the Shepherd Neame Brewery, in Faversham.

This will be a unique opportunity for nominees to be recognised among fellow nominees and to receive their
award directly from the High Sheriff of Kent, KCC Chairman/Mayor of Medway.

Members agreed to adopt the 2026 KALC Community Award scheme. Nominations to be considered by the
January deadline.

Members further agreed to adopt the “Freedom of the Parish Award” policy at the next meeting.

Any Other Business.

To consider any other business not requiring a resolution.
¢ No matters were raised.

Date of Next Meeting.

Confirmed: Wednesday 12th November 2025 at 7:30pm (rescheduled from 19th).

December meeting to be held on 10th December 2025.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.21pm.

Signed:

Dated:




