009/2025
The Minutes of the Meeting of Stockbury Parish Council
held in Stockbury Village Hall on the 19th of March 2025 at 7:30PM.

Councillors present:  Azad
Cathcart
Southern
Sumner
Tingey

Also: Sherrie Babington. Parish Clerk and members of the public.

The meeting was chaired by Parish Cllr Southern.

1. Apologies.
Members who cannot attend a meeting shall tender their apologies to the Parish Clerk prior to the meetings,

under Section 85(1) of the Local Government Act 1972, the members present must decide whether the
reason(s) for a member’s absence shall be accepted.
Apologies were received and accepted from Parish Councillor Moody (holiday).

Apologies were also received from Ward Councillors Thompson, Jones and KCC Councillor Prendergast.

2. Parish Councillor Vacancy.
No applications were received.

3. Declaration of Interest.
To receive Declarations of Interest in respect of matters contained in this agenda, in accordance with the
provisions of the Localism Act 2011 in respect of members and in accordance with the provisions of the
Local Government Act 1972 in respect of officers.

No interests were declared.
To consider any Dispensation requests received by the Parish Clerk and not previously considered.

No Dispensation requests were considered.

4. Minutes of the previous Meeting.
The Minutes of the previous meeting were circulated to all present.

The minutes were proposed by Cllr Cathcart as a true record, these were seconded by Cllr Southern and
agreed by all present.

The Minutes were then signed and dated by the Chairman of the meeting.

5. Matters Arising.
It was noted that the individuals who had been responsible for the maintenance of the Village Green were
no longer able to continue in the role. As a result, it was agreed that an advert would be drafted for
inclusion in the Stockbury Observer to find someone initially on a voluntary basis.
If no volunteers came forward, the Parish Council would consider appointing a contractor or an individual
willing to undertake the work on a paid basis.
Action: Cllr Southern to place an article in the Stockbury Observer.

6. Notice of reports from external meetings.
Cllr Aard reported that she had attended the Police Advisory Board meeting and would report on this under
Police Matters.
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Public Comments and Observations.

Resident, Mr Arscott attended the meeting to speak regarding the Stockbury Orchard.

He informed the Council that he had received a quotation for the replacement of the gate at the southern
perimeter of the Orchard and provided details of the proposal.

It was agreed that a further quotation should be sought for comparison purposes.

Mr Arscott also reported that the Ministry of Justice had completed their work at the site, which included
clearance of the footpath to the rear of the Orchard, some hedge maintenance, and the completion of
hedge laying.

He reported that he had recently completed a training course on cherry tree pruning. He advised that the
trees in the Orchard were now budding, with some dead trees identified for replacement.

He raised concerns about the heating at the Village Hall, highlighting issues with the current heaters and
discussing possible alternative heating options, including the options for grant funding.

He asked whether the Parish Council would consider making a donation towards this in the future.

The Chairman stated that when further were known, the Parish Council would be in a position to consider
the request.

Police Matters.
No police report was given.

Cllr Azad reported that she had attended an Independent Police Advisory Board meeting focused on youth
violence and provided feedback from this.

She also reported on a recent incident within the parish where a pellet had shattered a window of a
property.

Cllr Southern informed the Council that five volunteers had now come forward to support the
Neighbourhood Watch scheme. She was in the process of arranging a meeting between the volunteers and
the Police Liaison Neighbourhood Watch Officer and asked Cllr Azad to take over and progress the project.
Cllr Azad agreed.

Action: Cllr Azad to progress.

Highway Matters
a. General Highway Matters.

It was reported that the potholes in Bimbury Lane had been filled by Kent Highways.

Cllr Southern reported that a meeting had taken place with Highways regarding the tarmac area leading
to Church Hill. Initially, it had been stated that no action could be taken; however, it had now been
agreed that the area would be painted with yellow hatching.

A discussion took place regarding the memorial area on the A249, it was agreed that the Parish Council
should write to Kent County Council, as the lights at the site were considered a distraction to drivers
and the memorial had now been in place for over a year.

It was agreed that the Clerk would write a sensitive letter to Kent County Council on the matter.
Action: Clerk to progress.

b. Highways Improvement Plan
Nothing to report.
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10. Planning Matters:

11.

a. Applications Received

25/500731/FULL - White House Stockbury Valley Stockbury Kent ME9 7QD

Demolition of outbuildings, removal of mobile home and removal of areas of hardstanding.
Construction of seven dwellings with landscaping, car parking, garages, woodland and orchard planting
and provision of open space. Alterations to vehicle access. Retention of the White House and detached
outbuilding.

No Objections.

25/500590/FULL - Cherry Tree Stables West Wood Road Stockbury Kent
Siting of 4no. additional mobile homes within existing Gypsy/Traveller site (part retrospective).

It was agreed that a letter of objection should be submitted in response to this application.

The Parish Council wished to raise concerns regarding the planning history of the site, the number of
static homes currently located there, the retrospective nature of the application, and the lack of clarity
in the submitted details.

Action: Clerk to progress letter of objection.

25/500580/FULL - Yelsted Court Barn Yelsted Lane Sittingbourne
Conversion of barn into residential dwelling. Installation of rooflights. Demolition of existing stables.
Erection of close board fence and access gate.

It was agreed that a letter of objection should be submitted for this application on the grounds of
overdevelopment of the site, the introduction of a new dwelling in the countryside, and the use of a
shared drive.

Action: Clerk to draft letter of objection.

b. Application Decisions by MBC

No decisions

c. Appeals

No matters were raised.

d. Other Planning Matters

The Clerk was asked to seek clarification on the enforcement action relating to Foxwood and Seaview.
Action: Clerk to progress.

Financial Matters:

a. Statement of Accounts & Cheques for signature.

To consider the Financial Statement circulated with meeting papers.

The financial statement was proposed by Cllr Southern and seconded Cllr Cathcart and agreed by all
present.

Cultural Fund

Members discussed the Cultural Fund and agreed that, in preparation for opening a new account, and
in light of ongoing issues with accessing the existing Lloyds Bank account, a cheque would be written
from the Cultural Fund to transfer the balance into the Parish Council’s account, where it would be
earmarked accordingly.

It was noted that difficulties might arise, as Lloyds Bank did not appear to have actioned the complaint
regarding the frozen account. Therefore, it was agreed that if any issues were encountered when
processing the cheque, the Parish Council would take further action to resolve the matter with Lloyds
Bank.

Action: Cheque to be raised and submitted in the first instance.



12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

012/2025

Devolution and MBC Community Governance Review.

The Clerk updated members on the current situation regarding Devolution and the Community
Governance Review being undertaken by Maidstone Borough Council. She explained that the process was
currently slightly delayed, as Kent had not been shortlisted for fast-tracking under the devolution plans.
Additionally, with KCC elections currently taking place, Maidstone Borough Council would not be
progressing the Community Governance Review until after the elections had concluded.

External Reports:
a. Parish Councillors.
No matters were reported.

b. KCC Councillor.
KCC Councillor Prendergast gave her apologies to the meeting.

c. MBC Councillor.
MBC Councillors Jones and Thompson gave their apologies to the meeting.

Correspondence Report.
No matters were raised.

Stockbury Bus.
Cllr Southern gave a brief update on the progress of the Stockbury Bus and reported that while the service

continues to operate, there is still a need for additional volunteer drivers and more customers to make the
service sustainable.

Stockbury Orchard.
Cllr Tingey reported on the work currently being undertaken in Stockbury Orchard.

Stockbury Observer.
Cllr Southern reported on the Stockbury Observer.

Any Other Business:
a. Raised by Public.

No matters were raised.

b. Raised by Parish Councillors.
Cllr Azad reported on a Greenbelt initiative, which included plans and special days for visiting Greenbelt
land. She asked if the Parish Council would like to receive further details, and it was agreed that she
would circulate the relevant information to members.

Date of next Meeting.
It was agreed that the next meeting would be held on 16th April 2025.

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was closed to the press and public at 9.00pm.

Signed:

Dated:




