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The Minutes of the Meeting of Stockbury Parish Council
held in Stockbury Village Hall on the 16th of April 2025 at 7:30PM.

Councillors present:  Azad
Cathcart
Moody
Southern
Sumner
Tingey

Also: Sherrie Babington. Parish Clerk and members of the public.

Prior to the Start of the Meeting, Sue King MBC Enforcement Officer gave a short presentation on planning and
enforcement matters.

The meeting was chaired by Parish Cllr Southern.

1. Apologies.
Members who cannot attend a meeting shall tender their apologies to the Parish Clerk prior to the meetings,

under Section 85(1) of the Local Government Act 1972, the members present must decide whether the
reason(s) for a member’s absence shall be accepted.
Apologies were received and accepted from Parish Councillor Azad who left the meeting early.

Apologies were also received from Ward Councillors Thompson, Jones and KCC Councillor Prendergast.

2. Parish Councillor Vacancy.
No applications were received.

3. Declaration of Interest.
To receive Declarations of Interest in respect of matters contained in this agenda, in accordance with the
provisions of the Localism Act 2011 in respect of members and in accordance with the provisions of the
Local Government Act 1972 in respect of officers.

No interests were declared.
To consider any Dispensation requests received by the Parish Clerk and not previously considered.
No Dispensation requests were considered.

4. Minutes of the previous Meeting.
The Minutes of the previous meeting were circulated to all present.

The minutes were proposed by Cllr Cathcart as a true record; these were seconded by Clir Southern and
agreed by all present.

The Minutes were then signed and dated by the Chairman of the meeting.

5. Matters Arising.
Cultural Fund - The Clerk confirmed that, as expected, the cheque to transfer the funds from the Cultural
Fund to the Parish Council’s bank account had been returned due to ongoing issues with the Lloyds Bank
account. It was agreed that the Clerk would write to Lloyds Bank to resolve these issues.
Action: Clerk to progress.
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Notice of reports from external meetings.

Cllr Southern reported on the Neighbourhood Watch meeting held on 7th April 2025. The new
Neighbourhood Watch coordinators were in attendance; however, the Police Liaison Officer failed to
attend and had not sent the promised information. The meeting proceeded in his absence.

Cllr Azad was confirmed as the lead councillor and would set up a Neighbourhood Watch WhatsApp group
for residents. Police to provide signage will be installed in due course.

Public Comments and Observations.
Aresident addressed the council regarding highway matters.

Police Matters.
Graffiti was reported outside the Village Hall.
Action: Cllr Azad to report this to the police.

Highway Matters
a. General Highway Matters.

Aresident from Yelsted Lane attended the meeting to raise concerns about HGVs using unsuitable rural
lanes. He reported a recent incident where an HGV was stuck for over six hours, causing property
damage. He explained that the driver was following satnav directions, which still led them down an
inappropriate route. The 7.5-ton weight restriction appeared ineffective.

He suggested that a WhatsApp group coordinated by Neighbourhood Watch could help residents
intervene early when HGVs enter unsuitable areas.

He also proposed a flashing sign be installed to divert HGVs at Oad Street and Rumstead Lane, and
suggested funding could come from Kent County Council and local companies.

Members discussed this, and it was agreed that the first step would be for the Parish Council to submit
a Highways Improvement Plan to Kent County Council and request a meeting with a highways officer.

Action: Cllr Moody to complete and submit the Highways Improvement Plan.

Welcome to Stockbury Sign - Members noted that the “Welcome to Stockbury” sign had recently been
stolen. Options for replacement will be explored.
Action: Cllr Moody to take this forward.

Cllr Moody reported that National Highways had not re-introduced signage for parking outside Vale
Cottages, and no updates had been received regarding parking restrictions.
He also noted that no response had been received from Helen Whately MP on this matter.

A general discussion took place among members regarding the ongoing highway issues.

It was reported that the hatching on the approach road to the deceleration lane of the A249 near to
Church Hill had now been put in place and was making a noticeable improvement.

THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL

(VARIOUS ROADS) (BOROUGH OF MAIDSTONE)

(VARIOUS TRAFFIC MOVEMENTS)

(CONSOLIDATION) ORDER

(AMENDMENT No.2) ORDER 2025

NOTICE is given that the Kent County Council under Sections 1(1), 2(1) to (3), 3, 4, 19, 65(1), 124 and of
Part IV of Schedule 9 of the Road Traffic regulation Act 1984 (‘the Act’) as amended and all other




015/2025

enabling powers, and having regard to Section 122 of the Act and after consultation with the Chief
Officer of Police in accordance with Part Il of Schedule 9 to the Act, hereby propose to make the
following order:-

The effect of the Order would be to allow National Highways to close part of the Highway for
maintenance or emergency works on the following length of roads in Stockbury, Maidstone:-

SITTINGBOURNE ROAD (A249) and Slip Roads — From the south side of the Stockbury Roundabout for a
distance of 690 metres in a south westerly direction to the end of the slip road tapers.

A full statement of the Council’s reasons for making the proposed Order, a plan indicating the location
and the effect and a copy of any other Orders which will be amended by the proposed Order may be
examined at Kroner House, Eurogate Business Park, Ashford, Kent TN24 8XU by appointment booked
through tro@kent.gov.uk or viewed online from 4 April 2025 at www.kent.gov.uk/highwaysconsultations

Representations supporting or objecting to the proposed Order (your objection must explain the impact
on traffic in the locality to be valid) can be made via our website using the above link or alternatively you
can write to The Senior Parking & Traffic Regulation Officer, Kroner House, Traffic Management Team,
Highways & Transportation, Eurogate Business Park, Ashford, Kent TN24 8XU by 12 noon Monday 28
April 2025.

Simon Jones

THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL

(VARIOUS ROADS) (BOROUGH OF MAIDSTONE)

(VARIOUS TRAFFIC MOVEMENTS)

(CONSOLIDATION) ORDER

(AMENDMENT No.1) ORDER 2025

NOTICE is given that the Kent County Council under Sections 1(1), 2(1) to (3), 3, 4, 19, 65(1), 124 and of
Part IV of Schedule 9 of the Road Traffic regulation Act 1984 (‘the Act’) as amended and all other
enabling powers, and having regard to Section 122 of the Act and after consultation with the Chief
Officer of Police in accordance with Part Il of Schedule 9 to the Act, hereby make the following order:-
The effect of the Order would amend all of the traffic signs related to the new road layout with a No
Entry and No U Turns along with a prohibit to all vehicles over 6ft 6in except for access on the following
length of roads in Stockbury, Maidstone:-

CHURCH HILL - Place a no entry restriction with no u turns at the junction with A249 Sittingbourne
Road. OAD STREET - Place a width restriction except for access along the new road section from the
junction with the Sittingbourne Road to its junction with South Green. SITTINGBOURNE ROAD &
STOCKBURY ROUNDABOUT - Remove and replace banned turned and no entry signs due to new road
layout.

The Order was made on 10 April 2025, and its provisions will come into effect on 11 April 2025.

A full statement of the Council’s reasons for making the Order, a plan indicating the location and the
effect and a copy of any other Orders which will be amended by the made Order may be examined at
Kroner House, Eurogate Business Park, Ashford, Kent TN24 8XU by appointment booked through
tro@kent.gov.uk or viewed online from 11 April 2025 at www.kent.gov.uk/highwaysconsultations

Anyone may, by application to the High Court within 6 weeks of the date of publication of this Notice,
challenge the validity of the Orders or of any provision contained in them on the grounds that it is not
within the powers conferred by the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, or any instrument made
thereunder, or that there has been a failure to comply with any statutory requirement to the Orders.
Simon Jones

Apologies were received from Cllr Azad, who left the meeting at 8:50 pm.
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b. Highways Improvement Plan
Nothing to report.

10. Planning Matters:

a. Applications Received
No applications to be considered.

b. Application Decisions by MBC
25/500457/SUB
Norton Green House Pett Road Stockbury Kent ME9 7R)J
Submission of details pursuant to condition 2 (Ecology enhancements) in relation to planning
permission 24/504574/FULL.
Application Permitted

24/504890/SUB

Pett Valley Stables Pett Road Stockbury Kent

Submission of details pursuant to conditions 7 - Landscaping Scheme, 12 - Foul Drainage Details,
Subject to 22/502444/FULL

Application Permitted

c. Appeals
No matters were raised.

d. Other Planning Matters
The Chairman reported that the Parish Council had received an anonymous report about a large
building erected in Yelsted Lane, allegedly in breach of planning regulations.
It was claimed the building was on agricultural land.
The Chairman stated that she had spoken to the landowner, who stated it was an agricultural building
on agricultural land and appropriately licensed.

Given that the concern had been raised with the Parish Council, it was agreed that the matter should be
referred to MBC Planning Enforcement for review.
Action: Clerk to progress.

11. Financial Matters:
a. Statement of Accounts & Cheques for signature.
To consider the Financial Statement circulated with meeting papers.

The financial statement was proposed by Cllr Southern and seconded Cllr Cathcart and agreed by all
present.

The Chairman asked members to consider a £100 donation to the church to cover refreshments for VE
Day celebration events.

This was proposed by Cllr Southern, seconded by Clir Tingey, and agreed unanimously.

Action: Donation of £100 approved.

b. CilPayment.

Under 59A of the CIL regulation 2010, Maidstone Council has a duty to pass a proportion of CIL receipts
within its area calculated in accordance with this regulation and regulation 59B.

| can confirm that during the period from 1st October 2024 to 30th March 2025 we have received
£800.35 for the parish non-strategic portion from the following CIL liable development:
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24/501352/FULL - Hill Green Farm, Hill Green Road - Change of use of building from agricultural
use to dwellinghouse (Retrospective).
£800.35

This payment is currently being processed and should reach your account within 14 days.

As your parish council is in receipt of CIL funds, you will need to report to Maidstone Council by 30th
June 2025 on how your received CIL monies have been allocated and spent during the previous
financial year in accordance with the CIL reporting regulations.

The information that parish councils should report on is set out in Regulation 121B (which was inserted
by the 2019 Regulations but re-enacts what was regulation 62A). The report must be published by the
parish council online. A copy of the report should also be sent to Maidstone Council as the charging
authority from whom you received levy receipts, no later than 30th June 2025 following the reported
financial year, to allow us time to collate all reports for our annual Infrastructure Funding Statement to
be published on our website by 31st December 2025.

12. Devolution and MBC Community Governance Review.
The Clerk updated members on the current situation regarding Devolution and the Community
Governance Review being undertaken by Maidstone Borough Council.

13.

14.

External Reports:

a.

Parish Councillors.
The Chairman reported that despite advertising, no one had come forward to maintain the Village
Green.

It was agreed that Cllr Tingey would liaise with the Village Hall Management Committee about sharing
the costs of maintaining both the Village Green and the Village Hall grass areas.

A general discussion also took place regarding CCTV sighage and cameras within the parish.

KCC Councillor.
KCC Councillor Prendergast gave her apologies to the meeting.

MBC Councillor.
MBC Councillors Jones and Thompson gave their apologies to the meeting.

Correspondence Report.

MAIDSTONE’S CIVIC PARADE AND SERVICE

SATURDAY, 17th MAY 2025

Maidstone’s Civic parade and service will be held on Saturday 17 May. The parade will provide the
opportunity to welcome the Mayor-elect into office and for 36 Engineer Regiment to exercise their
Honorary Freedom of the Borough by marching through the town with bayonets fixed. The parade will pass
the Town Hall at 11.30 on its way to All Saints Church for the civic service, which commences at 12.00.

The Mayor-elect is pleased to invite your Parish Chairman to attend the civic service and join him for
refreshments in the church following the service.

Please reply by 3 May 2025.



15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.
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Stockbury Bus.
Cllr Moody reported on a recent issue concerning the current storage location of the Stockbury bus. He

explained the situation to members and advised that there may be a need to find an alternative storage
solution.
Action: Cllr Moody to liaise with the new business owner and progress as necessary.

Stockbury Orchard.

Members noted that a second quotation had been received for replacing the Orchard gate, at a cost of
£1,232. As this was significantly higher than a previous quote of approximately £500, it was agreed to
proceed with the lower quote.

Action: Cllr Tingey to liaise with the Stockbury Orchard Committee.

Stockbury Observer.

Cllr Moody reported that the printer used for the Stockbury Observer required servicing. This was agreed by
members.

Action: Cllr Moody to arrange service.

Annual Meeting of the Parish.

It was agreed that the Annual Parish Meeting would be held prior to the next Parish Council meeting on
14th May 2025.
Members were asked to forward details of local organisations to the Clerk for invitation.

Any Other Business:
a. Raised by Public.

No matters were raised.

b. Raised by Parish Councillors.
No matters were raised.

Date of next Meeting - Annual Statutory Meeting of the Parish Council Wednesday 14" May 2025.

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was closed to the press and public at 9.34pm.

Signed:

Dated:




