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Minutes of the Meeting of Stockbury Parish Council 

Held on Wednesday 18th June 2025 at 7:30pm in Stockbury Village Hall 

 

Councillors Present:  Cllr Moody 
Cllr Azad 
Cllr Tingey 
Cllr Sumner 
 

Also present: Mrs Sherrie Babington (Parish Clerk), KCC Cllr Sarah Emberson, members of the public. 

 

Chair: In the absence of the Chair, the meeting was opened and chaired by Cllr Moody. 

 

1.  Apologies for Absence 

Members who cannot attend a meeting shall tender their apologies to the Parish Clerk prior to the meetings, 
under Section 85(1) of the Local Government Act 1972, the members present must decide whether the 
reason(s) for a member’s absence shall be accepted. 

Apologies were received from Cllr Southern due to holiday commitments. 

Resolved: The apology from Cllr Southern was accepted. 

2.  Declarations of Interest 

To receive Declarations of Interest in respect of matters contained in this agenda, in accordance with the 
provisions of the Localism Act 2011 in respect of members and in accordance with the provisions of the Local 
Government Act 1972 in respect of officers. 

No declarations of interest were made. 

To consider any Dispensation requests received by the Parish Clerk and not previously considered. 

No dispensations were considered. 

3.  Approval of Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

To consider the minutes of the previous meeting and if in order sign as a true record. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed. 

Proposed: Cllr Sumner 

Seconded: Cllr Tingey 

Resolved: The minutes were approved and duly signed by the Chair. 

4.  Matters Arising 

There were no matters arising. 

5.  Parish Councillor Vacancies 

The Clerk reported that, in addition to the existing vacancy, following the resignation of Cllr Cathcart, a further 
vacancy had now arisen. 

The first notice advertising this vacancy has been displayed in accordance with statutory regulations. 
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If no election was called during the designated period, the Parish Council could proceed to co-option. 

6.  Appointment of Committees and Representatives to Outside Bodies 

The appointment of committees and representatives to outside bodies was deferred to the July 2025 meeting. 

7.  Parish Council Policy Review 2025 

To review the policies for the Parish Council. 

The review of the Parish Council policies was deferred to the July 2025 meeting. 

8.  Reports from External Meetings 

Cllr Moody reported that he and Cllr Southern had met with the new Kent County Councillor, Sarah Emberson, 
a few weeks ago. As a result of that meeting, the Highways Improvement Plan had been updated for 
resubmission to Kent County Council. 

9.  Public Comments and Observations 

To discuss any questions received by members of the public.  

No comments were raised by members of the public. 

10.  Police Matters 

Cllr Moody reported that PC Ben Cox was due to organise a workshop meeting in the Village Hall one evening. 
A date was yet to be confirmed.  

It was agreed this would be advertised through Neighbourhood Watch and the Stockbury Observer. 

He expressed concern that recent crime report statistics on the police website did not appear to include 
antisocial behaviour in the parish. 

He questioned whether statistics on the Police website accurately reflected reported incidents. 

Cllr Azad spoke regarding the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme and its methods of sharing information. 

It was agreed this would be enhanced through the Observer and by leaflet drops. 

Cllr Moody confirmed that Neighbourhood Watch signs had been collected from Kent Police and would be 
erected at key locations in the parish. 

11.  Highways Matters 

a.  General Highway Matters: 

Cllr Moody reported that he had been exchanging emails with the new Project Manager overseeing the 
A249 Junction 5 works regarding a number of matters that remained outstanding. 

He raised concerns about the missing yellow lines at the Aerodrome Approach/Bimbury Lane area with the 
MBC Enforcement Team and confirmed that a formal complaint had now been submitted. 

The yellow lines had now been refreshed, and enforcement would take place regularly. 

Cllr Moody requested that the Clerk submit a Freedom of Information request to Maidstone Borough 
Council to establish how many enforcement tickets had been issued over the last year. 

Action: Clerk to submit FOI request to Maidstone Borough Council. 

Cllr Moody also reported that the annual traffic count for Stockbury and reported that vehicle movements 
were now comparable to 2019/2020 levels, following the completion of the Junction 5 scheme. 

He stated that another traffic count would be undertaken in the coming weeks. 
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b.  Highways Improvement Plan: 

Cllr Moody reported that the Highways Improvement Plan had been updated following a site visit with KCC 
Cllr Sarah Emberson. 

A number of new items were added in light of the completion of the Junction 5 works. The completed HIP 
had been circulated to members and would now be submitted to Kent County Council. 

Village Sign: Cllr Moody reported that he had contacted the Royal British Legion regarding the replacement 
of the village sign and would follow up in the coming week. 

12.  Planning Matters 

a.  Applications Received: 

25/501824/LBC - Street Foxes the Street Stockbury Kent ME9 7UD  

Listed Building Consent for internal alterations including replacing plates, some joists , treads and repairs 
to stairs. Retain and repair historic timber floorboards and beams using oak and softwood partnering joist 
plus a modern damp proof course and steel fixings. 

No objections from the Parish Council. 

25/501896/FULL - Oakwood Lodge Stockbury Valley Stockbury Kent  

Section 73 - Application for Variation of condition 3 (to allow for no more than five caravans) pursuant to 
application 19/500476/FULL for Application for 2no mobile homes for residential use by Gypsy & Traveller 
family and dayroom. 

Application withdrawn. 

b. Application Decisions by MBC: 

25/501896/FULL 

Oakwood Lodge Stockbury Valley Stockbury Kent ME9 7QN 

Section 73 - Application for variation of condition 3 (to allow for no more than five static caravans) pursuant 
to application 19/500476/FULL (2(no) mobile homes for residential use by Gypsy & Traveller family and 
dayroom). 

Application Withdrawn 

25/500731/FULL 

White House Stockbury Valley Stockbury Kent ME9 7QD 

Demolition of outbuildings, removal of mobile home and removal of areas of hardstanding. Construction of 
seven dwellings with landscaping, car parking, garages, woodland and orchard planting and provision of 
open space. Alterations to vehicle access. Retention of the White House and detached outbuilding. 

Application Refused 

The Council hereby REFUSES Planning Permission for the above for the following Reason(s): 
(1) The proposed development, by virtue of its scale, design, and layout, would harmfully  
consolidate urbanising development and result in significant harm to the character and  
appearance of this countryside location and the sporadic nature of local development. The  
development would appear as an incongruous and alien feature, failing to protect the intrinsic  
character and beauty of the countryside and failing to further the purpose of conserving and  
enhancing the natural beauty of the Kent Downs National Landscape. This identified harm is  
exacerbated by the resulting increase in domestic paraphernalia in this rural location including  
vehicles, hardstanding, and external lighting with the failure to conserve and enhance  
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tranquillity. The proposal is contrary to policies LPRSP9, LPRSP15, LPRHOU1, LPRQD2 and  
LPRQD4 of the Maidstone Borough Local Plan Review (2024); the Council's Landscape Character 
Assessment (2013); the Kent Downs National Landscape Management Plan; and the  
aims of the National Planning Policy Framework (2024). 
(2) The proposal would intensify use of the current sub-standard vehicle site access, this  
would be prejudicial to overall levels of highway safety. The application is contrary to Maidstone  
Local Plan Review policies LPRTRA2 and LPRSP15 (11) and the NPPF (2024) 
Oakwood Lodge: Application withdrawn. 
 

c.  Appeals: 

Appeal against enforcement notice: Without planning permission, the material change 
of use of land for the operating of a commercial waste business including the storing of 
waste, machinery, equipment, and tools. at Longton Manor Stockbury Valley Stockbury. 
 
I write to inform you that the above-named have appealed against an Enforcement 
Notice issued by the Maidstone Borough Council. 
 
The appeal is to be conducted by way of the Written Representation procedure. The 
documents for the case (if any) can be found at http://pa.midkent.gov.uk by searching 
for appeals using our reference above. 
 
The Council has been asked to give notice of the appeal to owners and occupiers of properties 
near the site as well as other interested parties You may, if you wish, make representations 
which you can do so online at https://acp.planninginspectorate.gov.uk. If you do not have 
access to the internet, you can send your comments to: 
 
Fredrica Rose, Temple Quay House, 2 The Square, Bristol, BS1 6PN, , quoting reference(s) 
APP/U2235/C/25/3365888. 
 
Please ensure that the Planning Inspectorate receives any representations that you wish to 
make regarding this appeal no later than 21 July 2025 otherwise there is a risk that your 
representations will not be considered. Your views will be disclosed to the parties. 
 
The Planning Inspectorate will send a copy of the decision letter to you provided you 
specifically ask for one. 
 

d.  Other Planning Matters: 

No matters to report. 

13.  Financial Matters 

a.  Statement of Accounts and Cheques for Signature: 

To consider the Financial Statement circulated with meeting papers. 

Proposed: Cllr Moody 

Seconded: Cllr Tingey 

Resolved: Agreed by all present. 

b.  2024/2025 Accounts and AGAR: 

To consider the 2024/2025 Accounts and AGAR ahead of the External Audit: 

• To review and note the Internal Audit Report for the 24/25 Accounts. 
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• To review Section 1 Annual Governance Statement 2024/25 of the Annual Governance & Accountability 
Return and signing by the Clerk & Chair.   

• To review Section 2 Accounting Statements 2024/25 of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return 
as certified by the Responsible Financial Officer and signing by the Chair. 

The Internal Audit Report for 2024/25 was received and noted. 

Section 1 of the AGAR was reviewed, approved and signed by the Clerk and Chair. 

Section 2 of the AGAR was reviewed, certified by the RFO, and signed by the Chair. 

Proposed: Cllr Moody 

Seconded: Cllr Sumner 

Resolved: Approved by all present. 

Action: Clerk to submit to Mazars. 

14.  Devolution and MBC Community Governance Review 

The Clerk updated members on the current situation regarding Devolution and the Community Governance 
Review being undertaken by Maidstone Borough Council. 

15.  External Reports 

a.  Parish Councillors: 

No matters were raised. 

b. KCC Councillor: 

Cllr Sarah Emberson attended the meeting and introduced herself formally. She explained that she covers 
14 parishes and is working with each to review and update their respective Highways Improvement Plans. 

She confirmed her appointments to the following KCC committees: 

• Pension Fund Committee (as Chair) 
• Flood Risk Management Committee 
• Member Policy and Resources Committee 

She reported that the first formal committee meeting of Kent County Council would be held at the 
beginning of July. 

Cllr Emberson also updated the Council on the DGE Review, which is now up and running. She confirmed 
she would report further on this matter at future meetings. 

c.  MBC Councillor: 

Not present. No report received. 

16.  Correspondence Report 

No correspondence received. 

17.  Stockbury Bus 

Cllr Moody reported that the bus was now down to two drivers and no responses had been received from the 
recent plea in the Stockbury Observer seeking additional drivers. 

Members discussed the bus service and considered ways in which it could be more effectively publicised to 
attract new volunteer drivers and increase usage by parish residents. 
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18.  Stockbury Orchard 

Cllr Tingey reported that the installation of the new gate was in progress. 

 

19.  Stockbury Observer 

Cllr Moody reported that the Stockbury Observer had been contacted to see if they could write an article for 
Neighbourhood Watch. However, the publication only accepts submitted content and does not write articles 
on behalf of others. 

Cllr Azad stated she would assist with writing the article for submission. 

20.  Any Other Business 

a.  Raised by Members of the Public:  

No matters were raised. 

b.  Raised by Councillors: 

Cllr Azad raised concerns, also as a parishioner, regarding the safety of parking outside the church and 
crossing the road to access the churchyard. 

Cllr Moody spoke regarding the road layout and stated that it could not be changed. However, the road 
markings in the area had been refreshed and the verge on the approach road to the church had been cut 
back. 

It was agreed that a request for additional signage warning drivers of pedestrians crossing would be added 
to the Highways Improvement Plan. 

21.  Date of Next Meeting 

Wednesday 16th July 2025 at 7:30pm in Stockbury Village Hall 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8:45pm. 

 

Signed: _________________________________________ 

 

Dated: ______________________ 


